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President s Message

BY AUDREY AXELROD TRACHTMAN

As we approach Pesach, my wish to you is that you are as

inspired by the people around you as I have been inspired by

the AMI'T educators I have met.”

eyond the requirement to tell the

story of the exodus from Egypt,

the seder, with its many different

components, is a remarkable learning
opportunity. Embedded in the “maggid” section
is the story of the four sons: wise, evil, simple, and
one who doesn’t know how to ask questions at all.
There are many interpretations as to who these
sons symbolize, but one theme is constant: We,
as adults, are being told to treat our children as
unique beings and not to tell the story in the way
that might be easiest for us. We are to meet each
child where they are and teach them in a way
that will be most meaningful for them. Although
we may not always follow
that advice, | think we all
recognize that “differentiated [
learning” makes sense. And
every once in a while, we are
reminded of the magic that
can happen when a teacher
does just that.

Moran Cohen Huja is

a teacher at the AMIT
Jerusalem Vocational School.
She has a fear of heights and
when she takes her students to an amusement
park, she does not go on the roller coaster. Eitan
Yosef Mimoni is a 10th grade student in Moran'’s
homeroom. Following a school leadership
program that empowered students to experience
flying, Eitan decided he wanted to skydive. But
there was a catch — Moran had to go with him.
Despite her paralyzing fear, she agreed because
this was clearly important to Eitan. She wanted
him to know that she was willing to do whatever
she could for his success, even if it was way
outside her comfort zone. They trained together,
got on a plane, and skydived near the Dead Sea.
Moran’s commitment to do “whatever it took”
was not lost on Eitan. As he explained, “l cannot
imagine anyone else in the world skydiving with
their homeroom teacher.

It's clear to me that with a teacher like Moran,

I will successfully complete my high school
bagrut diploma.”

This is my last Passover column as AMIT's
president. Over the past four years, | have been

incredibly privileged to see firsthand the amazing
work being done by so many AMIT teachers who
choose to work harder and smarter than they
need to, for the sake of their students.

Last year, | wrote about Nedavya Naeh, the
principal of AMIT's boys’ high school in Tzfat. A
poor student as a child, Nedavya never received a
bagrut diploma. To show two students who were
considering dropping out both grit and humility,
Nedavya studied with them so that all three could
earn their diplomas. Never one to rest on his
laurels, this past September, Nedavya realized his
dream of creating an “achievement” academy for
at-risk kids. With AMIT's support,
he opened a special vocational
school for 44 students, many

of whom had been rejected by
their schools and families, some
living on the street, one under
house arrest. | recently had the
opportunity to visit the school
and talk to the students. The
teachers serve, in large measure
as surrogate parents, making

Audrey with AMIT Vocational Students sure kids actually get to school

and have food in their bellies.
But that's only the baseline. Nature and the
outdoors are a key part of the program. The
students are responsible for many school
operations not normally handled by kids, all
designed to engender responsibility. The goal
is to strengthen their resilience so they can
overcome any difficulty they have — and will —
face. The trust being developed means better
academic performance and real goal setting and
accountability. Next year, enrollment at Nedavya's
school is projected to double. People recognize a
good thing when they see it.

As we approach Pesach, my wish to you is that
you are as inspired by the people around you as |
have been inspired by the AMIT educators | have
met. Many thanks for your continued support of
AMIT. None of this would be possible without you.

/ZWJMZ
Audrey Axelrod Trachtman
AMIT President
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AMIT Children

Running Away Isn't an AMIT Value

BY ANDREW GOLDSMITH

ight now, prior to Purim, the state of Israel and

many of her most ardent supporters are in

mass hysteria. There is simply no other way to
describe it. Normally responsible thinkers, leaders, and
media commentators have abandoned civil discourse,
hurling the most horrible incendiary language. Once
peaceful demonstrations have turned scarily violent, and
the usual condemnation of extremes is now a scarcity.
Diaspora Jewish leadership subtly threaten to “take their
money and go home,” and are told (not wrongly, | think)
in less than delicate terms, to “shove it.” There's a deep
and frightening anger surrounding very complex issues
that can't be reduced to a sound bite, slogan, or silver
bullet solution.

At AMIT, we stand very much in the middle of this social
storm, as tens of thousands of adolescents look to us for
critical guidance. The moment demands an educational
response equal to the task, all at light speed, before
horrible words become even more horrible deeds.

For us at AMIT, the only way out is, well, in. Our educators
respond by breaking complex, overwhelming social
issues into small, manageable ones built on the
foundation of carefully nurtured mentor relationships.
By no means homogeneous (many AMIT schools

have students from all different backgrounds), every
AMIT school is twice removed from the street, once by
location and then by atmosphere. It's a safe place where
differences, no matter how deep, don't have to become
divisions. It means we have the institutional bravery to
depart from the curriculum, that we possess the hard-
earned relationships that foster real communication
between teacher and students and among students
themselves via an educational platform that views

such efforts as a value on par with the importance of
academic success. The glorious thing is, our students
internalize that lesson and take it home.

AMIT HaOfek Or Akiva is a “last chance” secular
vocational school educating some of the toughest
students in our network, those who haven't had success
elsewhere. During a recent visit, | met a 12th-grade
student who had joined the school a year or so earlier,
his fifth school in four years. Nadav arrived as a rare
combination: a behavioral nightmare; a burgeoning
criminal record; an imposing presence; and a brilliant,
off-the-charts IQ. Our educators did their magic and
Nadav will graduate with a high bagrut diploma, having
only started academics a year ago, an incredible feat.

In conversation, Nadav had only the most negative, and
frankly offensive, things to say about the state of Israel
and Israeli society, eviscerating most everything and

everyone imaginable in
very colorful language.

And then | asked what

| always ask soon-to-be
AMIT graduates:

“What's next for you?” | fully expected the answer to be
a flight to Los Angeles.

Nadav responded, “Tzahal in a fighting unit.” Given
my incredulous look, he added, “Of course — it's my
country. | need to fix it.” Lesson learned from a 16-year-
old former delinquent, badly in need of a haircut.
Sometimes it is simply that simple.

On a personal note, all AMIT officers and some board
members will soon complete their term. Since inception
and with uncommon wisdom, AMIT's founding mothers
included strict constitutional term limits to eliminate
the risk of AMIT becoming an organizational banana
republic (“president for life”) or playing leadership
musical chairs. Every four years, we infuse new lay blood
as past leaders graciously make way and provide the
benefit of their hard-earned wisdom to whoever is next.

Audrey Axelrod Trachtman began her presidency in
September 2019 with carefully considered plans and
goals, all of which were blown up a few months into her
term as the pandemic eclipsed all. It wasn't at all what
she bargained for, but Audrey took it in stride as many
of the great moments of being AMIT president were
stolen away. She approached seemingly intractable
challenges in a unique fashion — head-on, with great
intelligence, intellectual honesty, and utter dedication to
the organizational good. A not-uncommon discussion
between us began with Audrey'’s, “Andy, this is why
you're wrong,” followed by spirited back-and-forth
arguments, all with the rock-solid trust between us that
after the debate ended, we were doing this together.

To her great credit and despite unimagined challenges,
AMIT raised over $46 million during her tenure, and our
network today serves more students far more effectively
than ever before in our nearly 100-year history.

For Audrey, like Nadav and AMIT, running away from
a problem simply isn’t an option, no matter how
challenging. Kol HaKavod.

Chag Kasher V'Samaech,
- ,_._g___ /ﬁ“—;/"Z—

Andrew Goldsmith
AMIT Executive Vice President



ADVANTAGE:

HOW AMIT IS HELPING BREAK THE POVERTY CYCLE
FOR AT-RISK YOUTH IN ISRAEL

BY TOVA COHEN

he first vocational school AMIT founded

opened before the modern state of

Israel, foreshadowing AMIT's ability

to pioneer ways to foster the next

generation of bright minds who will
contribute to and strengthen Israeli society. AMIT was
one of the first, and over time has become, one of
the most significant providers of vocational training
across Israel.

Now, AMIT counts 10 vocational centers in cities across
Israel in a thriving network caring for thousands
of students, the majority of whom were born and

raised on the country’s social and economic margins.
To say these disadvantaged Israeli youths didn’t
flourish in more traditional academic settings is an
understatement.

“Students generally come to us after they've been
thrown out of many other schools,” explained Motti
Arbel, director of AMIT's national vocational program.
“Many of them are crushed by the system, they're
from poor neighborhoods, and their parents either
threw them out of the house or can't help them in the
ways they need.”

Breaking the Poverty Cycle - 03 -
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AMIT Children

“We feel like supporting AMIT students is a
natural extension of the values we hold most
near and dear in our hearts.”

Since university degrees and the IDF are often not immigrants. They can choose to enroll in tracks

viable options, many of these children end up on the like IT, carpentry, or graphic design. Students also

street, trapped in the vicious cycle of poverty into have the option to earn a full bagrut (regents-style

which they were born. exams) certificate; most complete school with either
full matriculation or a technological diploma, opening

Arbel continued, “These students could not fit into a doors to higher education and service in specialized

regular framework for any number of reasons.” IDF units.

Seeing this pressing need, AMIT made major

investments in some of the first vocational centers The AMIT Fred Kahane Technological High School in

in Israel, where students could learn a specific Ashkelon has an innovative business administration

skill in tracks like tourism, industrial management, track that begins in the ninth grade; students learn

agriculture, system

engineering, graphic design, =

photography, electrical,
cosmetology/hair, advanced
transportation, information
technology (IT), administration,
culinary arts, and carpentry.

AMIT'’s vocational education
centers are not only changing
individual lives, but also
spearheading a growing
national trend. Increasing
numbers of young adults
cannot find meaningful jobs,
while Israeli industries are
facing an enormous shortage
of specialized workers.

AMIT State Technological High
School in Jerusalem’s flagship
program is its state-of-the-art
Auto-Tech Tools for Success. Its

graduates are at the forefront of advanced automotive business management, budgeting, accounting, and

diagnostic and technological studies. Theoretical other skills, like public speaking, that prepare them to

and hands-on instruction teaches students to solve thrive in the workplace.

mechanical and technological problems in high-tech

cars, from hybrid to autonomous. The IDF welcomes Other AMIT vocational centers are in Or Akiva,

graduates, and from there, students go on to earn Ra'anana, Ashdod, Ramle, and Petach Tikvah. Their

engineering degrees or are snapped up by mission is to provide solid career paths for students,

high-tech firms. and a future that encompasses more than just a
profession, but the promise of a meaningful life that

There's also the AMIT Elaine Silver Technological lifts them out of poverty.

School in Beersheva, where many students

are Ethiopian immigrants or the children of While AMIT creates tangible opportunities for these



students to provide for themselves and their families as
adults, instilling confidence and pride is also a big part
of the vocational experience. For the first time, they're
good at something in school. For the first time, they're
in a setting that's built around them, not demanding
they change to fit into something.

It's simple — and yet revolutionary at the same time.

“AMIT's greatness lies in the fact that it's never been
scared to try and help these children on Israel’s
periphery,” declared Arbel. “We never considered if it
makes us more or less important to be able to provide
solid options for these students, or how we would be
viewed by Israeli society.
We believe so strongly
in this mission, and we
do what we do without
caring about the optics
or politics.”

Before he became the
director of the vocational
network, Arbel was a
longtime AMIT educator,
first inspired to pursue
education from his studies at Yeshivat Or Etzion with
Rabbi Chaim Druckman, z"l, a senior spiritual leader of
Israel’s religious Zionist community.

“Rav Druckman often said education is the most
important work one can do,” recounted Arbel. “He
would say that not everyone is built for it, but if you can
do it, then you should. | tried it, and | found | was built
for it. I've been at AMIT ever since.”

Every school at which Arbel has taught has benefited
from his careful touch: At AMIT Kiryat Malachi, where
nearly half of the student body is of Ethiopian descent,

“He would say that not everyone is
built for [education work], but if you
can do it, then you should.

[ tried it, and I found
[ was built for it. I've been at
AMIT ever since.”

Arbel was instrumental in raising the bagrut scores
from 32 percent to 80 percent during the 12 years he
was there. He achieved a similar feat in Sderot, where
he pushed scores in the 47-73 percentile to over

87 percent.

In addition to easily quantifiable measures, like test
scores, there are countless stories of students whose
lives hinge on the inspiration they found from Arbel.

To understand his unique ability and unwavering
determination to reach these students, you'd likely
have to go back to Arbel’s childhood in Petach Tikvah,
where he grew up on the periphery of the city.

“I've always felt connected
to the story of challenging
social circumstances,”
Arbel explained. “My
father stopped learning
after eighth grade, and |
think that understanding
of not getting everything
handed toyou on a

silver platter was always
hovering over me and my
siblings. From my father, we learned diligence and
motivation to make a better life for ourselves.”

Arbel's siblings went on to become a deputy minister
in the Israeli government, the director of a large
ulpana, a lieutenant colonel in the IDF, and a high-
tech professional — a powerful testament to the
heights children can soar with the right inspiration.

Before students are accepted into AMIT vocational
schools, Arbel explained, they are interviewed by a
professional committee from the schools and the
city — and sometimes parole officers — who evaluate

Breaking the Poverty Cycle - 05-
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them, and assess whether they've tried the normal
interventions and therapies to succeed in traditional
academic settings, before they're admitted into the
vocational program.

“If it weren't for these schools, so many of these young
people would end up on the street,” said Arbel. “We say
to them: We are fighting for you, and we will not give
up until you succeed.”

These schools succeed largely because of the supportive
environment students find there. Teachers meet with
students in small breakout groups each week to monitor
their journeys and form close connections with them
that are atypical in more traditional classroom settings.

“We come to students with open arms, from a place
of genuine love and peace,” said Arbel. “They respond
in kind."

Evelyn Silver Kraut, of Fair
Lawn, NJ, whose family
dedicated the Elaine
Silver Technological High
School in Beersheva

in Evelyn’s mother's
memory, visits the school
regularly and marvels

at the staff’s ability to
connect to students.

“It's unbelievable the lengths that the teachers go to
for their students,” she said. “It's such an empowering
place and it's easy to see that the genuine belief
teachers have in their students really contributes

to their success.” Evelyn and her husband, Larry,
dedicated the school with Evelyn's father, Dr. Walter
Silver, z"l, and family including Morris and Sharon Silver,
Ruth Cohen, Dassie and Marvin Bienenfeld, and Jinny
and Jerry (z"l) Pinsky.

“If it weren't for these schools,
so many of these young people
would end up on the street.”

Kraut and her family chose to dedicate the Beersheva
school because one of the early vocational tracks it
offered was fashion, and Elaine Silver z"l helped produce
an annual fashion show for AMIT to benefit AMIT's
students. When Kraut's niece, Chana Cohen Nussbaum,
Z"l, died from breast cancer in 2017, the family dedicated
an art studio at the school in her memory.

“We feel like supporting AMIT students are a natural
extension of the values we hold most near and dear in
our hearts,” said Kraut, who still hosts an annual shiur
in Bergen County on the occasion of her mother’s
yartzheit on erev Chanukah with proceeds benefitting
the Elaine Silver Technological High School.

One of the students who studied at the AMIT Elaine
Silver Technological High School was Malka, the eighth
in an Ethiopian Israeli family of 12 children who felt

lost at home and at school until she was expelled. But
the Elaine Silver High School was different: There, she
studied graphic design
under the careful guidance
of the art therapist who runs
the track, in a supportive
environment that offered
her the structure she didn't
get at home. There, she
decided to design a new life.

Other students who come
to AMIT are also ready to change the trajectory of their
lives — students like the 18-year-old who made 32,000
shekels a month selling drugs as he dodged bullets in
the worst of neighborhoods before he came to Arbel
to enroll in one of AMIT's schools, saying, “I am making
a good living, but this is not a good life.”

“That's what's so magical about an AMIT education,”
said Arbel. “In the end, the kids want it as much or
more than you do.”



Take Moshe, who immigrated with his family to Israel
from Ethiopia in 2008. His parents separated shortly
thereafter. When Moshe's mother died while he was in
high school, he went to live with his dad, with whom he
had a deeply acrimonious relationship and who ended
up kicking Moshe out of his home and onto the streets.

When Moshe started his studies at the AMIT Tiferet Gur
Arye Junior College, he thrived in the highly specialized
preparatory program specializing in electronics,
computers, and information technology, combined
with study of Torah and Jewish history. When he
graduated, Moshe took his Certificate of Practical
Engineering and went to serve in the Israeli Air Force
for two years.

Strengthened by his army service, Moshe is now a
successful tech executive. This is but one of the many
examples of AMIT's ability to shift the narrative.

“We provide these young people with a jumping board
to a better life,” explained Rabbi Zuri Levi, a director at
AMIT's Tiferet Guy Arye. “The program is labor-intensive
and requires extensive coordination, but it's a high
reward and enables us to change Israeli society for the
better and prepare students for lives of meaning.”

Students don't have to choose high-tech pursuits: Even
in the more creative vocational tracks, like cosmetology,
hair styling, and photography, they are learning to
master real skills that can help them secure jobs,
provide for themselves and their families, and in this
way, stay off the streets.

“The important thing is that they graduate with
something that will help them break the cycle of
poverty,” said Arbel.

Inside AMIT / Spring 2023

These schools have helped create a profound
paradigm shift in Israel. By widening the once-narrow
borders in which more people can thrive, we are
creating a more diverse commmunity of success stories
that collectively contribute to a stronger and more
vibrant Israel.

AMIT’s vocational centers are also for the growing
number of Israelis who are seeking marketable skills
to quickly secure lucrative jobs, as they recognize that
a traditional college education is no guarantee for a
paying job out of school.

Still, AMIT's vocational network primarily caters to
students on the cusp of a last resort. The pandemic
only exacerbated the already-dismal rates of poverty
and food insecurity that characterize many of the
neighborhoods in which the majority of AMIT's
students live; if ever there was a time when these
vocational schools are essential, it's now.

As the director of the vocational school network,
Arbel spends much of his time working with staff and
students on weekly visits to the different campuses.

Donors visit, too — like Barbara Nordlicht of Lawrence,
NY, a supporter of AMIT since she was in the third
grade. Now 84, Nordlicht and her beloved late
husband Jules, Z"l, made a monumental gift in 2008
to name the AMIT Nordlicht Religious Technological
High School in Jerusalem.

“My husband and | could have chosen to support
any number of ventures, but we specifically wanted
to make a difference for children from less fortunate
backgrounds with more uncertain futures,” said
Nordlicht. “AMIT has done fantastic things, and on

Breaking the Poverty Cycle - 0 7-



AMIT Children

every visit to AMIT Nordlicht, Jules and | would hear
from students who told us how much the school
means to them. We would see the fabulous teachers,
who really have all the kids' success in mind.”
Nordlicht still visits the school on average once a year.
When she was sitting shiva for her husband in Israel,
a man she didn't recognize came to the door, but
was hesitant to enter. She motioned him over and
encouraged him to talk.

“This man told me that he came to be makir tov
[showing recognition and respect] because he felt
Jules and | saved his son’s life,” recounted Nordlicht.
The man had lost his wife some years earlier, and his
teen son was spiraling out of control. Then he enrolled
at AMIT Nordlicht High School. “He told me that the
school completely turned his son’s life around.”

Debbie Moed'’s family has been intricately tied to
AMIT for generations. “From the time it was Mizrachi
Women, AMIT's mission of building a strong state of
Israel through educating its children has resonated
with my family,” said Moed of Englewood, NJ, AMIT's
immediate past national president.

“My parents instilled in their kids, early on, the
importance of education,” said Moed. “They

were huge proponents of vocational training,
believing that it could empower children with the
opportunities and confidence needed to strive and
achieve more than they ever thought possible.”

In 2018, the Gloria and Henry |. Zeisel and Family
Junior College was dedicated at Kfar Blatt in
Petach Tikvah by Moed'’s family: Gloria Zeisel,
Cheryl and Abe (a”h) Kramer, Elliot and Mary Zeisel,
Howard Zeisel, and Debbie and her husband,

Sam Moed. The family chose to dedicate this

school where the signature vocational track is
automotive mechanics, since Henry Zeisel, the family's
patriarch, was a machine tools dealer. “We felt it
really tied into our family’s values,” said Moed.

Students who live at and attend high school in

AMIT's Kfar Blatt Youth Village come from difficult
socioeconomic backgrounds; their parents can't
support them at this crucial time in their development.
Many of these children end up studying at the Zeisel
vocational school and junior college to prepare for the
next phase of their lives. Armed with the advanced
diagnostic tools they learned at the vocational school,
they draft into the IDF with sought-after skills; many of
them are placed in officer track positions.

Moed points to the arc of Moshe Uziel, the Zeisel
school’s principal, who grew up in the AMIT system
from an early age, and worked hard with AMIT's
unwavering support to get to his current position in
life. Moshe served as an officer in the IDF, went on to
achieve an advanced university degree, and is now

a loving husband and father in addition to being a
successful professional.

“When parents are unable to nurture their
children’s dreams, AMIT steps in to fill that
critical role,” said Moed. “AMIT helps these
children actualize goals and give them a
future they never knew existed.”

Perhaps Nordlicht said it best: “Jules and
| felt that supporting AMIT was the best
investment we ever made because we
were investing in people.”

Arbel, too, talks about the investment
made in AMIT students.

“AMIT vocational centers are smaller and
enable us to see and connect to every
child, whereas that's more difficult in
larger, traditional schools,” he described.
“We get to really invest in our students
with counseling, motivation, more teachers, and more
activities. We're giving them the feeling that they are
really significant.”

Many of AMIT's vocational schools have added 13th
and 14th grades, to continue to nurture students
who need the extra support to thrive. “Eventually,

we want to develop a program that will accompany
these students until they're 25,” said Arbel. “Even
Israel’'s Ministry of Education understands this simple
fact: These students need to know that they have the
support to succeed in the next stage of their lives.
And that's the story of AMIT.”



Background of Students
Attending AMIT

Vocational Centers

* Students who are not able to manage in typical
educational environments — including special
education classrooms, individualized classrooms,
and/or specialized tracks — are referred to the
vocational school by way of social services.

* Students that typically come from a low socioeconomic
stratum: 7 and above on the socioeconomic scale.

* Students with a host of challenges: personal,
educational, and social.

* Among the more prominent issues of this student
body: lack of attendance (absentee rate higher than

30%), severe behavioral problems, and criminal records.

Most students must work to support themselves and
their families.

* The organizational change at the AMIT Network
level and focus on vocational training has enabled a
focused approach on these specific student needs.

AMIT Vocational Tracks

INDUSTRIAL SYSTEMS
TOURISM MANAGEMENT AGRICULTURE ENGINEERING
COSMETOLOGY/ ADVANCED IT
HAIR TRANSPORTATION

GRAPHIC
DESIGN

ADMINISTRATION
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AMIT Vocational

Success Rates
2
638

GRADUATE

Basic Vocational Certificate

2
52

GRADUATE

Advanced Vocational Certificate
82

ENLIST

IDF or National Service

PHOTOGRAPHY ELECTRICAL

CULINARY CARPENTRY
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Incorporating Jewish Values .
into AMIT’s Secular Schools

The AMIT State Technological High School in Jerusalem
provides a model for AMIT’s integration of Jewish value

into secular schools.

BY LIDAR GRAVE-LAZI

he Jewish worldview teaches

openness and multidimensionality

while maintaining core values that

require personal development and

strive for a high moral standard,” said
Yochanan Fridman, director of the non-formal
programs at the AMIT State Technological High
School in Jerusalem.

It is this worldview that guides Fridman in his
critical role of instilling Jewish values and Torah
lessons within the Jerusalem high school’s
secular education system.

“My role as the director of the informational
education system at the school empowers me

to create a connection for students between the
formal and the informal education spheres in the
school,” he stated.

Fridman, a married father of four who lives

in Jerusalem, began his career in the field of
education immediately following his army
service. He says his interests lie in how Judaism
and Jewish values intersect with education — a
philosophy AMIT proudly promotes.

AMIT President Audrey Axelrod Trachtman
recently wrote about the belief that religious
values and inclusivity are often seen as
diametrically opposed concepts, but she said
AMIT knows they don't have to be.

“By conscientiously partnering with the
communities in which we operate and working
with sensitive religious leaders who are willing
to grapple with people’s feelings and beliefs as
well as religious ideals,” said Axelrod Trachtman,
“we are showing how Torah values and
inclusivity can coexist and even more, reinforce
each other.”

AMIT's philosophy mirrors that of Israel’s, for
despite its secular identity, Israel is founded and
thrives on Jewish values such as mutual respect,
acceptance, and compassion for those in need.
And in a country as rife with political and
religious diversity as Israel, adhering to these
core Jewish values is key to its success.

“The main values of Judaism include striving for
self-fulfillment and excellence while at the same
time, aspiring to contribute and influence other
circles such as community, society, and state,”
added Fridman.

As such, he believes Jewish values have a
central role in secular schools — even if the
students do not observe mitzvot (Jewish
commandments) — and they help develop each
student'’s personal identity.

“We need to establish, with the help of Jewish
values, a real educational alternative to parts of
modern culture, like reality television, that the
students sometimes perceive as shallow and
superficial,” Fridman said.

Since the connection to Jewish values from the
religious angle is less relevant in secular schools,
Fridman aims to make these values accessible
through what he calls “moral identification,”

in which individuals evaluate the degree to
which moral concerns like justice, caring, and
generosity are central to their identities. To do
this, he interweaves Jewish tradition as much as
possible, and provides several examples of this
view in action.

“For example, we study the leadership qualities
of Moses and David in order to learn about
taking responsibility and leading,” Fridman
described.



Another instance is the incorporation of relevant
Talmudic issues while discussing Jewish law in
citizenship classes.

With regard to informal education, Fridman cites
how the Jerusalem State High School wanted to
impart the Jewish value of helping people with
disabilities based on this verse: “And before a
blind person you will not give an obstacle.”

This valuable lesson was learned through a
hackathon, in which entrepreneurial students
were challenged to find technological solutions
to help those with disabilities. Other students
were enlisted to volunteer at an educational
institution for the blind.

“This is how a verse took on a practical meaning
and the students were able to develop a deep
identification with one specific Torah value,”
Fridman explained.

He also described taking students on a jeep trip
in the Ha-Ella Valley in the footsteps of the David
and Goliath battle as part of the national high
school Bible curriculum.

“The students learned the story as part of an
experiential trip, which helped turn the tale

from a distant text into a tangible story that
helped students identify and connect to

the power of moral strength versus physical
strength,” Fridman said.

Just as the AMIT School Network is known for
its holistic approach to education, Fridman
believes that Judaism extends the educational
responsibility to all the circles in a person'’s life.
“Judaism is not satisfied with the formal
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mandate and emphasizes the community
environment in shaping identity,” he said.
“A student who is seen and who has the
opportunity to express himself will want to
volunteer and to lead throughout life.”

Fridman says that the Jewish values instilled in
high school, whether secular or religious, remain
an integral part of students’ identities later in life.

“One of our graduates today runs an association
for distributing food to the needy,” he said. “He
himself testifies that what motivates him is the
commitment to values of mutual respect and
sensitivity, which were ingrained in him through
the volunteer work we did together.”

“We would talk about the phrase: ‘Whoever
saves one soul from Israel, it is as if it is a whole
world’ — a verse that accompanies him to this
day,” he added.

Fridman also recalls another one of his students,
a fighter in an elite paratrooper unit. While this
student does not observe mitzvot, he regularly
observes Shabbat in his unit out of a connection
and identification with Jewish tradition.

“As someone who works with at-risk youth,

| discover time and time again how true the
Jewish saying is: ‘Beware the needy from
whom the Torah will come,” said Fridman.
“The educational spirit of the AMIT Network
that believes in and pushes for equality allows
me to discover that this is a fact of life that
happens every day.” W
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Ah Ehbler of Dreams:
AMIT Educator at Ashkelon

Mali Cohen Attiah

MEET MALI COHEN ATTIAH, A LAWYER TURNED EDUCATOR

BY LIBI MICHELSON

WHOSE INNOVATIVE PROGRAMMING HAS GIVEN NEW

MEANING TO THE LIVES OF AT-RISK YOUTH IN ASHKELON.

verything changed for Mali Cohen Attiah a

few years ago when she flipped open

the weekend edition of the newspaper.

A small ad announced a search for

lawyers to teach a class to underprivileged
students. It stood out to Mali, who as a family law
attorney for almost a decade had been looking for
a new way to give back to her community and feed
her soul. In short, she wanted to spend more time
engaged in more meaningful work.

She submitted her resume and was invited in for an
interview. The position? An educator for the legal
administration track at the Junior College at AMIT
Fred Kahane in Ashkelon. Immediately, Mali wanted
the job, and luckily, the feeling was mutual: She was
hired and got to work impacting the lives of children
in need each day.

“I fell in love, and even that's putting it lightly,”
described Mali. “I fell in love with the place, the school,
the educational world, and the feeling of touching
someone’s heart and changing their world completely.”

The experience was so impactful that it motivated
her to return to school to study special education
and obtain a master’s degree in educational
programming.

While she was furthering her own education, Mali
was recruited to teach at the AMIT Fred Kahane
Technological High School, also in Ashkelon. Here she
found her true calling: a chance to make a difference
in the lives of at-risk youth who come from broken
homes, difficult socioeconomic circumstances, and
environments filled with violence. These children
had been removed from the Israeli education system
and taken in by the AMIT school system as a last
resort. AMIT gives them a chance to break through
the barriers placed before them and embrace the
opportunity to prove to everyone — but most
importantly, to themselves — that they can
accomplish more than they thought possible.

In 2020, the AMIT educational system wanted to
strengthen the connection between the students
and the community by teaching students how



“I fell in love with the place,

the school, the educational world, and the
feeling of touching someone’s heart and
changing their world completely.”

to interact with society at large so they could
successfully integrate into society once they
graduated. They created the Chana & Yisrael
Malek, z"l, Educational Ecosystems Program,

and AMIT's Fred Kahane Technological High
School was chosen as the pilot school for this
new initiative — and Mali was asked to lead it.
Clearly unafraid to embrace new adventures, she
accepted the offer.

“I believe that at the end of their educational
journey, having just spent 12 years in this bubble,
they go, ‘OK, now what?'” explained Mali, who
described the Ecosystems program as a tool kit for
life after school. “Students need to know how to
manage in the real world.”

The Ashkelon Chana & Yisrael Malek, z"l,
Educational Ecosystems Program was built with a
four-year plan correlating to the four years of high
school, each with its own yearlong curriculum.

Ninth grade focuses on dreams, an important
aspect of instilling hope in students for the
chance at a successful life. For many of her
students, Mali noticed that dreams seemed out
of reach, so students didn’t dare to envision their
futures with much hope. Much of this year is
spent talking about potential and actualizing it.
“I ask students, ‘What is your dream? Is a dream
something | have to achieve today, or can it be
for something in the future?,” she said. “I give
students the permission to aspire.”

In 10th grade, students are exposed to new worlds
in the community. Each “world” includes a process
where the students discover their strengths,
improve their skills, create inner motivation, and
learn about new subjects they never knew existed
but could be interested in.

In 11th grade, students choose from one of the
four vocational tracks of the school: business
management, automotive engineering, culinary
arts, and hair design and cosmetology. Each
student is assigned a mentor who shows them
what it looks like to work in the field in the real
world. This includes practical financial life skills
like opening a bank account, paying taxes, and
saving money.
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Finally, in 12th grade, the students are taught how to make
life decisions based on their own free will rather than
others’ expectations. Students are empowered with the
space to discover how to make the right decision for their
future — whether it's about where they decide to do their
army service or Sherut Leumi (national service), what kind
of job they want, how to work under a supervisor, or how to
develop healthy relationships.

The four years that students spend in the AMIT Ecosystems
program enable them to graduate with an overflowing set
of life skills that will position them for success. Students feel
enlightened by this program and have gained confidence
and an ability to express their needs and desires. Students
even ask school administrators to provide specific courses
so they can acquire new sKills, reports Mali. She even

sees a difference in herself. “This has changed me
personally, and I've only fallen more in love with my work,”
she declared.

The Ashkelon Ecosystems program has been such a game
changer that it has become a model for other AMIT schools,
with each one tailoring the program’s framework to meet
the needs of their specific population.

As a mother of four and a devoted educator, Mali often lies
awake at night worrying about her students. “I don't believe
you can work in a school or youth center like this without
dedicating your heart and soul to the students,” she said.
“My colleagues and | meet the kids at the front gate in the
morning with a smile on our face and give a hug to every
child who shows they need it, probably because they don't
often get a hug at home,” she continued. “When | have a
student who had a bad day and can't yet talk about it, |
worry constantly until they confide in me.”

Like Mali, many of the teachers make themselves available
to the students day and night so they have a reliable adult
to turn to, no matter what. In addition to the innovative
pedagogy and strategic thinking that informs an AMIT
education, AMIT schools are based on this profound sense
of caring — of uplifting children who have all but been
abandoned by society.

The faculty and administration teach a love of Israel,
community, and Torah values, and they see a difference in
the choices the students make and the way they give back
to the community from which they came. “l really believe
in AMIT schools, and | hope | stay within the AMIT school
system until my last day in education,” said Mali proudly.

Mali is now taking an administration course so she can one

day be a principal in an AMIT school — a dream of her own
that will undoubtedly soon be realized.
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AN ANCIENT SITE GETS A
MODERN MAKEOVER

This spring, a 2,500-year-old Jerusalem
fortress will debut a new look for the
21st century: The Tower of David renewal
project seeks to reinstate the ancient
citadel as the beacon of the Old City

of Jerusalem.

The site has been undergoing a $40-million
renovation, which includes a new entrance pavilion
and a state-of-the-art permanent exhibition.

The Tower of David, also known as the Citadel, was
first named by the Byzantine Christians, who believed
it to be the palace of King David dating to the First
Temple period. The title is taken from the Song of
Songs attributed to Solomon, King David's son, who
wrote: “Thy neck is like the Tower of David built with
turrets, whereon there hang a thousand shields, all the
armor of the mighty men.” (Song of Songs 4:4)

The Tower of David was known for thousands of years
as the “lighthouse” of the city, serving as Jerusalem’s
first landmark on the horizon for those approaching
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BY IELANA GOODMAN

the city and guiding pilgrims coming from the west.
The Citadel spans a massive area measuring 12 dunams
(three acres), which is larger than the Temple Mount
complex, and sits on the edge of the Old City, within

its walls. The tower has played an extremely significant
role over many generations.

Over the centuries, sections of the compound were
regularly renovated and reconstructed by different
rulers during various time periods, such as the
Hasmonean, Herodian, Byzantine, and early
Muslim eras.

It's a surreal feeling, but this is the site where everything
happened, so many years ago. And now is the moment
we take a big step into present time.

The new entrance pavilion will be called the Patrick
and Lina Drahi Entrance Pavilion (funded by the Drahi
family, who founded the European media group Altice
and are the owners of Sotheby'’s).

The pavilion, part of the overall plans designed by



Kimmel Eshkolot Architects, will be a 1,000-meter
(3,281-feet) sunken steel, stone, and glass building
dug 17 meters (56 feet) below ground, between the
ancient walls of the Citadel and the Old City. The
entrance will allow comfortable access from the
western neighborhoods of Jerusalem to the eastern
side of the Citadel, beyond the Old City walls,
reinstating the status of the Tower of David as the
entry point to the OId City.

The entire compound will include a coffee shop, a
gift shop, and a shaded seating area open to the
public and museum visitors, and it will be easily
accessible to parking lots and a planned light-rail
stop near Jaffa Gate.

Using sustainable building and construction
methods, the project also includes the
modernization of the exhibition rooms; a new elevator
to access most areas of the museum; wheelchair
accessibility; underfloor heating and air-cooling
systems; and a new glass facade facing the high walls
of the Citadel, offering constant shade to visitors.

The renewal project is being led by funding from
the Clore Israel Foundation, as well as from the
Municipality of Jerusalem; the Ministry of Jerusalem
Affairs and Heritage; the Ministry of Tourism; and the
Israel Antiquities Authority, which has been digging
for about a year and a half, and has had several
major findings, including inscriptions that belonged
to ancient rulers of Jerusalem.
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While the renovation is expected to draw many first-
time and return visitors, many tourists have already
been thoroughly enjoying the Tower of David light
show, a mesmerizing multimedia and multisensory
presentation that takes place in the Citadel courtyard.
The popular show incorporates music and virtual reality
images telling the stories of King David, the Roman
conquest, the Crusaders, and more.

With the renovation set to open imminently, visitors
will have even more ways to travel back thousands of
years in time to see and experience Jerusalem in an
incredible new way.
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BY LIDAR GRAVE-LAZI

AMIT Ramle Technological High School knows its
students need extra support to thrive, regardless
of the background that led them to the vocational
school. For AMIT Ramle alumnus Nadir Hovayv, that
history includes cerebral palsy, which he was born
with, and which has presented many challenges in
his young life.

Nadir, who gets around exclusively in a wheelchair,
spent much of his youth in and out of surgeries
and hospitals, forced to transfer to numerous
schools because they could not accommodate

his special needs.

“I studied in special education and then integrated
into the regular school system,” he said. “l went
through many schools. One year | studied at a
technological school but couldn’t continue because of
a lack of accessibility.”

Shortly after he transferred to the AMIT Ramle School
in 10th grade, Nadir had to undergo complex surgery
on his legs and was unable to attend school for three
months.

“Of all the schools | studied at, and | studied at a lot,

| received the best treatment at AMIT — warm and
caring,” said Nadir. “From the principal to the teachers
to the guard at the gate and the other students, they
all came to visit me in the hospital.”

Alumnus Nadir Hovav

In addition, Nadir says when he first arrived at AMIT
Ramle, the school was not wheelchair-accessible —
but that soon changed.

“The principal and all the administration ensured
that the entire school became disabled-friendly —
the entrance, the bathroom, the yard, and all the
classrooms,” he said. “They ensured that all my
classes would be on the first floor so | could
access everything.”

Nadir expressed his amazement and gratitude for
the decision.

“I know that making the entire school accessible costs
a lot of money — thousands or maybe even millions of
shekels. | went to many schools, and nobody has ever
given me this kind of support,” he said.

That includes his parents, fromm whom Nadir is
unfortunately estranged.

“I have not been in contact with my parents for many
years. You can even say that | am an orphan,” he said.

“AMIT is like my family.”

Now 25, Nadir recently married the love of his life.

Of all the schools | studied at, and | studied at a lot, | received
the best treatment at AMIT — warm and caring.”
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The two met through the charity organization Haverim
LeRefuah, a nonprofit dedicated to helping people
who cannot afford life-saving medicine.

“l took part in some of the activities at the organization
due to my disability, and she was a volunteer,” Nadir
said. “We met and the rest is history.”

But with little family support, Nadir wasn't sure
how he and his fiancée could afford their wedding
— an expensive endeavor even in the most ideal
circumstances.

“Everyone at AMIT [Ramle] knew that | had proposed
and was going to get married,” he said. “They knew
that a henna is very expensive, and they just said, ‘We
are throwing one for you.”

In an incredible show of care and support, the AMIT
Ramle High School hosted the pre-wedding traditional
henna ceremony for the bride and groom. It was

an extremely moving ceremony for everyone in
attendance — especially Nadir.

J.|||||Il|||ﬁ|!mm

“AMIT Ramle took care of everything, including the

D3J, lighting, and presents to start our life together,
and everyone pitched in — the teachers and even the
students who decorated and set everything up,” Nadir
recounted. “It was so moving; | never thought | would
experience such a joyous occasion. There was so much
food, and | couldn’t believe that so many people came
to celebrate with us.”

Today, Nadir considers himself truly blessed.

“Every child needs an adult to believe in him. | think this
is very important, and AMIT is doing G-d’'s work in every
aspect, whether physical, financial, and so on,” he said.
“I will never be able to count how much they provided
and gave to me. There are really no words to describe it.

|n

They are my family, not just my school.

Nadir also has a message to share with Israeli society:
“Integrate people with disabilities and remove the
barriers they face in society,” he said. “There can be a lot
of growth if you provide them with the right tools, like
AMIT Ramle did for me.” W
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A RECIPE FOR FREEDOM
Passover Silan Sage
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BY CHEF MEIR GABBAI
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THE DIVERSITY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

can be seen through the lens of charoset, the
traditional seder dish that symbolizes the mortar
Jewish slaves used to build pyramids before their
exodus from Egypt. Charoset comes in numerous
variations passed down by Jewish communities
and families across the world; many Sephardic
and Moroccan versions of the dish feature dates
or apricots.

Both of those elements can be found in this Passover
Silan Sage Date Chicken recipe crafted by Meir
Gabbai, a teacher at AMIT’s Fred Kahane Vocational
School in Ashkelon. Nearly 300 students who

have not found success in traditional academic
settings are enrolled there in tracks like automotive
electronics, hair design, business administration,
and the culinary arts, which Meir oversees.

This Passover, we encourage you to try this
beautiful dish that twists the narrative so that the
“mortar” ingredients are not tools of slavery, but
conduits of promise and potential — much how we
at AMIT see our incredible students. B'TTEYAVON!

Date Chicken

INGREDIENTS:

Olive oil (or a different oil of choice)
8 chicken thighs

3 large onions, cut into thin slices

3 peeled carrots, sliced

1 overflowing tablespoon of silan
2-3 leaves of fresh sage

Thyme

Chili

Half a teaspoon of cumin

1 teaspoon of salt

41/2 pounds of potatoes, peeled and cubed
1jar of apricot jam

3 tablespoons of soy sauce

2 full heads of garlic

1 overflowing handful of dates (or dried fruit of choice)

DIRECTIONS:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

2. Cover the bottom of a large, heavy pot with a thin
layer of oil. Lightly fry the chicken (with skin on)
until it turns golden. Remove from pot.

3. Using the remaining oil and fat from the chicken,
sauté the onions and carrots in the pot (it might be
necessary to add a bit more oil). When the onions
begin to brown, add silan, sage, thyme, chili (be
generous!), cumin, and salt. Using a wooden spoon,
constantly stir the bottom of the pot to ensure that
nothing sticks. When the onions brown, add the
potatoes, jam, and soy sauce. Put the chicken above
the mixture, covered with full heads of garlic (the
tops can be cut off to slightly expose the cloves),
and sprinkle the dried fruit over the mixture. Cover
with water and bring to a boil, adding spices
and salt if needed.

4. Cover the pot and put into the oven for two hours.
After an hour and a half, remove the lid. It's best to
prepare immediately before serving.
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Rabbanit Rachelle
Sprecher Fraenkel is

a Torah educator at
Nishmat, and the director
of Matan’s Hilkhata
Institute. She serves as a

Yoetzet Halacha on the
laws of family purity and is
a member of AMIT's
Spiritual Council.

BY RABBANIT RACHELLE SPRECHER FRAENKEL

famous parable from the stories of Sinbad
the Sailor tells of a man about to cross a
river. An old man approaches him and
asks him to load him on his back so he
can cross the river safely. The man agrees
and carries the old man on his back.
When he reaches the other bank, the old man
stays, holds on, and does not let go. From then on,
everywhere this person went he had to go with
another man on his back. Thus, says the moral of the
story, we carry upon ourselves the burden of ancient
memories. Instead of walking around the world
young, fresh, and vital, we carry an old story with us,
bound to it wherever we go.

In comparison to this parable, there is a story by
Jorge Luis Borges that tells of a Scottish explorer
who, in his research travels, encountered a tribe
called Yahoo. This clan has almost no memory

at all. In the evening, they can barely remember
what happened in the morning. The entire culture
does not accumulate any history or memory. Their
legal system is not based on proof, argument, or
reasoning. Is there any point in proving events that
no one remembers anyway? No event from the
past casts a shadow over them. But neither does it
serve as a tool for interpreting the present, either
for enhancing an experience or for determining
one’'s values.

Their form of existence seems light and free, but also
flat and one-dimensional.

In the space between these two thought exercises, we
find ourselves in the central educational event of the
Jewish calendar: Passover and Seder night.

In the image of the Israelites fleeing Egypt with
bundles on their shoulders, there is a conscious

effort here to transfer the bundles from generation

to generation: from the shoulders and hearts of the
generation of grandparents and parents, to the young
hearts and minds of future generations. What does
this transfer mean? Is it the passing down of trauma?
Is it giving testimony? Teaching history?

In the courts this is a well-known problem: Testimony
that is repeated over and over will continuously
change, decreasing its accuracy. In our case, it seems
that this problem is actually the solution: In the words
of the educator Avraham Infeld, “Am Yisrael has no
history, they have a memory.” History may be that
book on the shelf, whether we choose to open it or not.
Memory is a living thing, dynamic, always relevant. It
is the workshop for creating experiences, deepening
value judgment, and understanding religious and
cultural context. Through the memory, the storytelling
and dramatization of the shared memory, one
develops empathy for the distressed, a sense of
responsibility to improve people’s situation, and an
appreciation for freedom itself.

As for freedom, the one who carries a very thin layer
of consciousness may be lighter and more easygoing,
but it is doubtful if he has a real experience of liberty.
For that he would need depth, multidimensionality.
To be able to choose how to tell his personal story
within the collective space. The Ohr Hachaim
Hakadosh interprets the verse in Bamidbar 23 “G-d
who brings them out of Egypt” (in the present tense!)
as saying: The redemption from Egypt is ongoing

and continuous. In every era there are enslavements,
negative dependencies, necessary choices on the way
to freedom, and a longing for redemption. What does
the exodus from Egypt mean to you, now? Listen to
the story, pass it on, create your own story, of this year,
in this place, now. This is your deep true freedom, and
your responsibility. Il
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DELIVERING CUTTING-EDGE EDUCATION

AMIT's Ambassadors’' Club members are an elite
group of visionary leaders whose support of AMIT
helps us build a stronger and more vibrant Israel.
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$1,000,000 +

Anonymous, NY

Anonymous, NY

Evan and Layla Green Family Foundation, CA

Helen and Jacob Greenfield, z"l, NJ

Ellen, z'l, and Meyer Koplow, NY

Sarena and David Koschitzky, Mira and
Saul Koschitzky, Tamar and Eric Goldstein,
and Joel Koschitzky, US, Canada and Israel

Edward Miller, NY

The Lewis and Wolkoff Family Legacy, CO

The Moise V. Safra Foundation, NY

Ellen and Stanley Wasserman, NY

$250,000 - $999,999

Estate of Marilyn Rappoport, AZ
Shari and Jacob M. Safra, NY
Marsha Slavitt, z"l, CA

Ethel and Lester, z"l, Sutker, IL

$100,000 - $249,999

Lee and Lou, Z"l, Benjamin, FL

Susan Ederson, z"l, NY

The Barbara and Fred Kort Foundation, CA
Ellen and Emanuel Kronitz, Israel

Samis Foundation, WA

Joyce and Daniel Straus, NJ

Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, MD

$75,000 - $99,999

Jerusalem Foundation, Israel
Hermann Kaiser, z"l, NJ

$50,000 - $74,999

Anonymous, FL

Hadassah and Marvin Bienenfeld, NY

Canada Foundation, Israel

Suzanne and Jacob Doft, NY

Education for Giving, Israel

David Goldman Charitable Trust, Israel

Harvey Goodstein Foundation, PA

Sharon and Michael Kessel, NJ

The Kolatch Family Foundation, NJ

Ria and Tim Levart, NJ

Barbara and Jules, z"l, Nordlicht, NY

Audrey Axelrod Trachtman and
Chaim Trachtman, NY

Raizy and Berry Weiss, NY
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AMIT's President’s Circle members help
sustain AMIT's programming to nurture
Israel’s children, instill strong values, and
promote academic excellence, while
ensuring Israel’s future.

$36,000 - $49,999

Ike, Molly and Steven Elias
Foundation, NY

Estate of Susan Goldman, Israel

Kol Hanearim Inc., NY

Pearl a nd Martin Herskovitz, Israel

Keren Yerushalayim, Israel

Kibbutz Mishmar Haemalk, Israel

Elaine Mintzes, z"l, MD

Daniella Moffson Foundation, NY

Villar Group, Israel

$25,000 - $35.999
Anonymous, FL
Anonymous, MA
Anonymous, NY
Raquela and Avi Adelsberg, NY
Ann and Hy, z"l, Arbesfeld, NY
Marcia Baskin, FL
Evelyn and Isaac Blachor, FL
Michael Cleeman, FL
Rosa and Isaac Cohanzad, CA
Jewel and Ted Edelman, NY
Gazit-Globe, Israel
Harwit Charitable Trust, CA
Mildred, z"l, and Alvin Hellerstein, NY
Russell Jay Hendel, MD
Norma and Emanuel, z"l, Holzer, NY
Max and Sunny Howard Memorial
Foundation, NY
Brenda and Albert, z"l, Kalter, NY
Gitta and Richard Koppel, Israel
Keren Magi, Israel
The Joan S. and Leon Meyers
Foundation, NY
Elana and Daniel Miller, NJ
Yitzchak Or, Israel
Harriet and Heshe Seif, NJ
Robyn Price Stonehill and
David Stonehill, NY
Zahava and Moshael Straus, NJ
Sylvia and Morris Trachten, z"l, Family
Foundation, Israel
Zeldin Family, FL

$18,000 - $24.,999

Anonymous, NY

Anonymous, NY

Grace, Shua & Jacob Ballas
Charitable Trust

Ann and Yale Baron, NJ

Aaron and Marie Blackman
Foundation, CA

Adrienne and Leon Brum, FL

Pnina and Jacob z"l, Graff, CA

Amy, z"l, and James Haber, NY

Sarah Liron and Sheldon Kahn, CA

Keren DM (Glencor), Israel

Margaret Mann, z"l, NY

Matan Community Investors, Israel

Sharon and Solomon Merkin, NJ

Mizrahi Car Dealership, Israel

Debbie and Samuel Moed, NJ

Drorit and Michael Ratzker, NJ

Roslyn and Jack Reich, FL

Yosef Haim Roth Holdings, Israel

Jennie and Avi Rothner, IL

Lisa and Jonathan Schechter, NJ

Shemesh Foundation, Israel

Rawazi Torpiashvili, Israel

Ina and David Tropper, NY

Youth Villages for Advancement
and Excellence, Ltd., Israel

$10,000 - $17,999

Anonymous, CA
Anonymous, MA
Bess Abel, z"l, NJ
Hanna Abrames, Israel
Trudy and Ted, z"l, Abramson, FL
Gary Alter, CA
Amdocs, Israel
Bader Philanthropies, Israel
Rom Israel Bamont, Israel
Adar Sachar Benlleumi, Israel
Tzahala Ben Asher, Israel
Tamar and Ethan Benovitz, Israel
Zelda and Solomon Berger, NY
Daisy Berman, z"l, NY
Debra Berman, NY
BGNY Management, Israel
Helen and Henry Bienenfeld
Foundation, PA
Barbara and Leonard, z"l, Bloom, MD
Deborah Stern Blumenthal and
Michael Blumenthal, NJ
Bressler/Robbins Foundation, IL
Ethlynne and Stephen Brickman, MA
Herman and Kate Caro Foundation, NY
Vanessa and Raymond Chalme, NY
Michelle Chrein, NY
Diane and Howard Cole, NY
Christian Friends of Yesha
Communities, Israel
Jone and Allen Dalezman, MA
Lisa and Ephraim Dardashti, PA
Audrey and Eliot Davidowitz, NY
Adena and Ezra Dyckman, NY
Sheera and Kenneth Eckstein, NY
Danielle and Ronald Ellis, Israel
Ruth and Gene Fax, MA
Lisa Rosenbaum and Ronald Fisher, MA
Debra Jakubovitz Fletcher and
Tim Fletcher, CA
Rosalyn and Ira Friedman, NJ
Eleanor and Jule Vaki Fung, Israel
Marisa and Andrew Gadlin, NY
Randi and Alan Gelman, Israel
Lea Gilon, z"l, NY
Ari and Abby Glass, NY
Anne and Sheldon Golombeck, NY
Paula Yudenfriend and Arlin Green, PA
Harvey Greenberg, z"l, VA
Robert and Cindy, z"l, Grosberg, NJ

Haruach Halsraeli (The Israel Spirit), Israel

Laura and Jonathan Heller, NY
Chanie and Barry Holzer, NY
Michelle Horowitz, Israel

Debbie and David Isaac, NY

Ithaca United Jewish Community, NY
Edith and Herman ltzkowitz, PA
Nicole and Gabriel Izbicki, Israel
Malky and Bezalel Jacobs, NY
Suzanne and Norman Javitt, NY



Connie and Alan Kadish, NJ

Elissa and Michael Katz, NJ

Ruth and Hillel Kellerman, CA

Rona and Ira Kellman, NY

Keren HaYesod, Israel

Kibbutz Mishmar HaEmek, Israel
Toba Kippen, GA

Leah Klein, z"l, OH

Ruth and Daniel Krasner, NY

Rochelle and Seymour, z"l, Kraut, NJ
Ruth and Abba Krieger, PA

Arlene Kupietzky, CA

Ruth and Robert, z"l Lewis, NY
Audrey and Haskel Lookstein, NY
Zipporah and Rabbi Arnold, z"l, Marans, NY
Etella and Haim Marcovici, NY

Migdal Hevra LeBituach, Israel

Judy and Albert Milstein, IL

Elana and Shami Minkove, NY
Mischcon Family Charitable Trust, Israel
Ruth and David Musher, NY

Marilyn and Leon Moed, NY

Yad Mondehai Foundation, Israel
Lauren and Mitchell Presser, NY
Barbara and Joel, z"l, Rascoff, NY
Hedy and Jay Richman, NJ

Edith Rieder, z"l, FL

Norman and Bettina Roberts Foundation, NJ
Yosef Haim Roth Holdings, Israel
Estelle Rubin, z"l, FL

Shirley and Milton Sabin, FL

Jan and Sheldon Schechter, NY

Rita and Eugene, z"l, Schwalb, FL
Avital and Yair Segal, Israel

Amnon Segal, Israel

Seligsohn Foundation, PA

Shemesh Foundation, Israel

Chana and Daniel Shields, NJ

Sally Sidman, IN

Marilyn and Herbert, z"l, Smilowitz, NJ
Sondra and Myron Sokal, NY

Francine and Aaron Stein, NJ
Naomiand Gary Stein, NY

Tishrei Transport, Israel

Ravazi Turfiashvili, Israel

United Israel Appeal, Israel

LLC Vision and Beyond, Israel

Elaine and Michael Weinberger, z"l, NY
Hedya Stavisky Weiss, Israel

Judy and Morry Weiss/Sapirstein-Stone-Weiss
Foundation, OH

Tamar and Benjamin Zeltser, NY
Helene and Gerald, z"l, Zisholtz, NY

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous, CO

Anonymous, FL

Anonymous, IL

Anonymous, Israel

Anonymous, MA

Anonymous, NY

Anonymous, TX

Sally Aaron, IL

Hannah Abrams, Israel

Renee and Steve Adelsberg, NY
S. Adelsberg & Co, NY

Marilyn and Greg Adler, NY

Sarah and Maurice Aghion, MA
Nicole and Raanan Agus, NY

Allie Alperovich and Jeremy Simon, NY
Beth and Bradley Alter, IL

Apex, Israel

Lolly and Harris, 2"l Bak, NY
Rachel, Z'l, and Martin Balsam, NY
Amy and Ephraim Bassan, Israel
Tamar and Ethan Benovitz, Israel
Phyllis and Edward Berkowitz, NY
Andrea and Bryan Bier, NJ

Sarah Black, z"l, TX

Beth and Reuben Blumenthal, NY
Freda and Elliot Braha, NJ
Marisa Braunstein, NY
Sari and Stuart Braunstein, NY
Adrianne and Leon Brum, FL
Ruth Burian, NY
Margaret, z'l, and Chaim Charytan, NY
Barbara and Melvyn Ciment, MD
Trina and Paul, z"l, Cleeman, NY
Florence Cohen, Z"l, NY
Shevi and Milton Cohen, NY
Karen and David Cole, NY
Dexel Factory, Israel
Michael and Elizabeth Dimond, NY
Renee and Harvey Douglen, Israel
DSJ Management, NY
Elaine and Lewis Dubroff, NY
Hattie and Arthur Dubroff, NJ
Linda and Barry Eichler, PA & NY
Sherry and Aaron Eidelman, NY
Ester Eisenberg, z"l, CA
Phyllis and Joseph Eisenman, NJ
Fanny and Dov Elefant, NJ
Danielle and Ronald Ellis, Israel
Gail and Martin Elsant, Israel
Sheila and Kenneth Fields, NJ
Amy Fisher, Israel
Frances Frankel, z"l, NY
Robbie and Adam Fried, NJ
Lilly and Alfred, z"l, Friedman, NY
Michelle and Leonard Fuld, NJ
Vanessa and Joseph Gad, NY
Judith Isaac and Walter Gadlin, NY
Linda and Norman Garfield, PA
Barbara and Steven Geller, IL
Rita Geller, IL
Lea Gilon, z"l, NY
Abigail and Ari Glass, NY
Shari and Maurice Gluckstadt, NY
Paulette and Max, z"l, Goldberg, NY
Esther and Jack, 2"l Goldman, NY
Shira and Gadi Goldress, NY
Larry and Ita Golzman, NY
Sandra E. Goodstein and
Arthur Rosenblatt, PA
Gorlin Family Foundation, MD
The Gottesman Fund, NY
Sara and Ronald Gottlieb, FL
Sharon and Melvin Gross, NY
Phyllis Hammer, MA
Debbie and Robert Hartman, IL
Myrna Haas, NJ
Debbie and Eddie Herbst, CA
Howard Heller, MA
Sylvia Holder, z"l, NJ
Shulamit and Avram Holzer, NJ
Aviva Hoschander-Sulzberger and
Vernon Sulzberger, NY
Howard Hughes Corp., NY
Peggy and Robert Insel, NY
Sandra and Richard Jackson, TX
Yael and Evan Jerome, NY
Jewish National Fund, NY
Robin and Simon Kahn, Israel
Ruth and Jerome Kamerman, NY
Ruth and William, z"l, Kantrowitz, NY
Harriet and Joel Kaplan, NY
Ruth and Hillel Kellerman, CA
Diane and Barry Kirschenbaum, FL
Sydelle and Robert Kleiman, NY
Chani and Steven Klein, NY
Jane Klitsner, Israel
Laurie and Robert Koppel, NY
Ruth and Ethan Kra, NJ
Evelyn and Lawrence Kraut, NJ
Jason Kuflik, NY
Edy and Jacob Kupietzky, IL
Aharon Lanin, Israel
Donna and Jeffrey Lawrence, MD
Astrid and Mordy Leifer, NY

Sara Leifer, NY

Diane and David Lent, NY

Kari and Joshua Levine, NY
Dorothy, z'l and Robert Lewis, NY
Mindy and Seymour Liebman, NY
Sesil Lissberger, NY

Rita Lourie-Galena, PA & NY

Pearl and Jerome Mann, NY
Meira and Solomon, z"l, Max, NY
Manette and Louis Mayberg, MD
Benay and Ira Meisels, NY
Caroline and Marcelo Messer, NY
Lisa and Leon Meyers, NY

Grace and Martin Miller, FL
Michael Moore, TX

Miriam and Bernard Neuman, IL
Gloria and Burton Nusbacher, NY
Bea and Irwin, z"l, Peyser, NY
Suzy and Paul, Z'l, Peyser, NY
Adama Pitronot Lehaklauyt, Israel
Vicki and Gerald Platt, NY

Esther, z'l and Donald Press, NY
Tzippi and Ira Press, NJ

Judy and Jerry, 2"l Pressner, NY
Raam Technologies, Israel

Joyce and Stanley Raskas, NY
Tovah and Daniel Reich, NJ
Evelyn Reichenthal, z"l TX

Reut Foundation, Israel

Fritzie and Sheldon, z"l, Robinson, IL
Sandra and Evan Roklen, CA
Ellen and Erik Roskes, MD

Vivian and Solomon Rosen, z"l FL
Gale, Z"l and Eric Rothner, IL
Elizabeth and Gidon Rothstein, NY
Leah and Arnold Rotter, Israel
Idelle Rudman, NY

Hedda Rudoff, NY

Tunie and David Schorr, Israel
Keryn and David Schreiber, IL
Esther and William Schulder, NJ
Ruth Shane, Israel

Deanne and Leonard Shapiro, Israel
Ruth and Irwin, z"l Shapiro, NY
Jane Shiff, NJ

Shuv Family, Israel

Mark Sibilia, Canada

Mollie Siegel, NJ

Karen and Roy Simon, NY
Rosalyn and Richard Slifka, MA
Tamar and Eran Smilowitz, Israel
Sara and Gabriel Solomon, MD
Mahla and Hilton Soniker, NY
Marsha and Jan Spector, GA
Phyllis and Mark Speiser, NY
Rena and Bruce Spinowitz, NY
MA Stern, Israel

Adina Straus, NY

Blimie and Joel Strauss, NJ
Mindy Suchinsky, MD

Nechama and Howard Taber, NY
Hope and David Taragin, MD
Judy and Mark Teitelbaum, MD
Lilly Tempelsman, NY

Audrey and Max Wagner, NY
Marilyn and Lee Wallach, NJ
Paula and Leslie Walter, NY
Anne and Mark Wasserman, NY
Marion and William Weiss, NJ
Linda and Stanley Weissbrot, IL
Linda and Steven Weissman, NY
Susan and Mark Wiesen, NJ
Roselyn and Walter, z'l, Weitzner, NY
Noah Wolff, IL

Stella and Samy Ymar, MD
Esther and Dov Zeidman, NY

Eva Zilz, NY

Mindy and Barry Zisholtz, CA

*As of March 6, 2023
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EDUCATING CHILDREN FOR LIFE

AMIT’s Chai Society is a devoted group of
supporters whose yearly commitment of
$1,800 to $4,999 enables AMIT to empower
the next generation of Israeli students by
giving them a cutting-edge, Jewish values-

based education.

Anonymous, FL

Anonymous, NY

Anonymous, NY

Judy and Cyrus Abbe, NY

Merryll and Jonathan Abrahams, NJ
Elizabeth and Howard Abramowitz, CA
ACCO Municipality, Israel

Daniella and Sam Adelsberg, NY
Ellen and Irwin Adelsberg, NY
Jocelyn and David Adelsberg, NY
Adler Hirsch Foundation, NY

Leah and Jonathan Adler, NJ
Marilyn and Greg Adler, NY
Rebecca and Ari Adlerstein, PA
Africa Israel Nechasim Ltd., Israel
Myrna and Charles Alpert, NY

Galia Antebi Louzon, NY

Judy and Uri Aqua, NY

Roberta and Alan Aronoff, NY

Judy and Ronald Aronson, Israel
Sharon Ashkenzi CA

Betty and Owen Atlas Rumelt, NY
Ayco Charitable Foundation, NY
Yaela and Neil Baine, PA

Rachel Barton Klein and Avi Klein, NJ
Julia and David Baruch, NJ

Olga Becher, Israel

Amanda and Isaac Benishai, NY
Beatrice Berger, NJ

Diane and Noah Berkowitz, NY

Jennifer Bernstein and Geoffrey Platt, NY

Maxine Bernstein, FL

Chanah and David Bickel, NJ
Sandra and Howard Blank, NJ
Barbara and Jonathan Blinken, NJ
Lois Blumenfeld and Norman Sohn, NJ
Debbie and Sheldon Bootin, TX
Paula and Joseph Brecher, NY
Elaine and Seymour Brief, FL
Debbie and Michael Burack, NJ
Alice Burstein, NY

Esther Cardash, IL

Dina and Lawrence Caroline, PA
Francine and Joshua Chesir, NY

D).

Beth Chiger and Neil Sambrowsky, NY

Joan and Norman Ciment, FL

Mindy and Jay Cinnamon, GA

Clara Gero Endowment Fund, Israel

Abby and Elad Cnaan, NJ

Benjamin Cohanzad, CA

Michael Cohanzad, CA

Barbara Cohen, CA

Daniela Cohen, NY

Diana and Daniel Cohen, GA

Hedy and Morris Cohen, PA

Joseph Cohen, NY

Jason and Leora Cohen, FL

Wendy and Sanford Cohen, FL

Helen Corwin, z'l, MA

Judy and Michael Daniels, IL

Amy and Gary Davis, TX

David Diamond, Israel

Stan Dorman, MD

Susan Fishbein and Philip Druck, NJ

David and Sandra Dunkelberger, PA

Amy and Myron Eagle, NY

Yael and David Edelstein, NY

Amy and Daniel Erlbaum, PA

Debbie and Richard Eisenberg, NY

Suzanne Eisenstat, NY

Kenneth Eisman, NY

Epiphany Prayer, Israel

Barbara Epstein, NY

Sandra and Donald Epstein, PA

Jonathan Esensen, CA

Sherri Esformes, FL

Ariana and Leroy Fass, GA

Elliot Feinerman, FL

Sherry and Mark Fessel, NY

Louise and Libo Fineberg, FL

Jeanne Finkelstein, FL

Geoffrey lan Firestein, Israel

Tanya and David Fischer, MA

Sharon and Jeffrey Fishman, CA

The Foundation for the Encouragement
of Educational Initiatives, Israel

Eitan Fraiman, NY

Shani and Sam Frank, NY

Linda and Lawrence Friedman, IL

Reva and Mark Friedman, Israel

Sharon and Jeffrey Frieling, NY

Vivian Sue and Joseph Fuller, NY

Dennis and Rita Funk, CA

Karen and Dror Futter, NJ

Judy and Victor Gaba, Israel

Shifra and Perry Garber, NY

Debby and Steven Gage, NY

Kenneth Gainer, NY

Aharon Gamliel, Israel

Barbara and Benjamin I. Geller, CO

Debbi and Marc Geller, IL
Caron and Steven Gelles, NY
Sharon and Seymour Gertz, IL
Janet and Gilad Gevaryahu, PA
Golda Meir Deerfield Beach Chapter, FL
Deborah and Charles Goldberg, NY
Ilana and Stuart Goldberg, NJ
Michelle and Justin Goldberg, NY
Naomi and Stanley Goldis, PA
Laura and Joseph Goldman, MD
Alan Goldsmith, VA
Sorie Goldstein, Israel
Sema and Asher Goldstein, NJ
Susan and Steven Goldstein, NY
Tamar and Eric Goldstein, NY
Caryn and Avi Golombeck, NY
Anne and Joseph Gontownik, NJ
Daniela and Zev Gontownik, NJ
Aviva and Justin Gordon, IL
Toni and Nick Gordon, NY
Sam and Annie Grauer, NY
Norman Green, CA
Matthew Greenberg, NY
Eudice Greenfield, IL
Orit and Seth Gribetz, NJ
Linda Grossman, GA
Felice and Michael Grunberger, MD
Reginetta Haboucha, NY
Arie Halpern, z"l, NJ
Barbara and George Hanus, IL
Doug Hauer, MA
Haves, Pine & Seligman, NY
Milton Heching, FL
Robert Heidenberg, NJ
Elyse and Michael Heino, NY
Ellen and John Hellman, Israel
Donna and Robert Hoenig, NJ
Robin and Mark Hoenig, NJ
Ann Holstein and Edwin Altman, PA
Ann Hornblass and Alan Jacobs, NY
Robyn Horowitz and
Yehoshua Grossman, NJ
Shulamit and Joakim Isaacs, Israel
Nancy Isserman-Horwitz and
Joe Horwitz, PA
Elaine and Mervin Jacobs, FL
Taren and Ralph Metson, MA
John J. Flemm Foundation, NY
Samantha and Yoni Jonas, NY
Jule and Elenor Wocky
Foundation, Israel
Susie Julius, CA
Michal and David Kahan, NJ
Alexandra and Gavriel Kahane, NY
Tirza and Sam Kahan, IL
Deborah and David Kahn, NJ



Carol and Steve Kallet, NY
Karen Kaplan, IL
Marilyn and Edward Kaplan, FL
Batsheva and Sheldon Kasdan, CA
Elana Katz and Steve Levine, NY
Malka Katzin, CA
Laura and Daniel Kaufthal, NY
Genene and Marc Kaye, NJ
Craig Keebler, WA
Judy and Abraham Keehn, NY
Amber Landeau-Keinan, NY
Cherly and Albert Khodari, CA
Anna and Steven Kirshblum, NJ
Cara Kleiman and Kalman Major, NY
Anne Beverly Kogut, TX
Miriam and Louis Kolom, IL
Rachel and Bryan Koplow, NH
Deborah Peacock and Nate Korn, NM
Susan & Saul Koss, MD
Debbi and Lee Krantzow, NJ
Rebecca and Emilio Krausz, NY
Naomi and Michael Kraut, MD
Sara and Alan Kravitz, NY
Rochelle and Stanley Kroll, IL
Suri and David Kufeld, NY
Jason Kuflik, NY
Paula and Irwin Lancer, NY
Rachel and Shawn Langer, NJ
Aharon Lanin, Israel
Cheryl and Lee Lasher, NJ
Laurie Laulicht Hasten and

Bernard Hasten, IL
Carole and Emanuel Lax, FL
Arlene and 2vi Lefkovitz, NY
Terry and Michael Lefkowitz, FL
Helen Leiderman, NJ
Ellyn and George Levie, FL
Danielle and Brett Levine, NY
Jane Levy Neustadter and

Alan Neustadter, NY
Bette LeWinter, NY
Aviva and Nathan Lichtenstein, IL
Kylie Eisman Lifschitz, Israel
Shari and Nathan Lindenbaum, NJ
Roslyn and Joel Linderman, CA
Rafi Lipschitz, NY
Leslie and K.C. Littner, Israel
Sharona and Michael Loeffler, FL
Ineke and Marcel Loewenberg, Israel
Naomi and Carl Lopkin, MA
Melvin Lubin, NJ
Netinat Lulay, Israel
Rachel Lurie, NY
Allie and Alexander Luxenberg, NY
Iris and Shalom Maidenbaum, NY
Diana and David Makkabi, CA

Maks & Lea Rothstein Foundation, NY
Rita and Jerry Malin, MD
Caryn and Larry Gordon Malitzky, NY
Marc Maretsky, CA
Matan Community Investors, Israel
Frances Mauer, IL
Naomi and Israel Max, NY
Pegi and Gerard Medioni, CA
Jenny Michael, NY
Debra and Eitan Milgram, MA
Grace and Martin Miller, NJ
Keren and Ariel Milo, NY
Thea and Bernard Monderer, CA
Lee Mondshein, MA
Rhonda and Michael Mont, NY
Miriam and Ted Mordfin, MD
Vera and Robert, z'l, Moreen, PA
Arlene Moriber, NY
Shahina and Ari Moses, NJ
Miriam Muskin, OH
Hilary and Barry Ness, NY
Miron Nissim, NY
Bernice Novick, IL
Reena and Raphael Novogrodsky, NJ
Bobbie and Jerry Nussbaum, IL
Grace and Scott Offen, MA
Sarah Okon, MA
Naava and Jeffrey Parker, NJ
Brenda and Edward Parver, NY
Jordan S. Penkower, Israel
Susie and Jon Petak, NJ
Hedy and Paul, z'l, Peyser, MD
Vicki and Gary Phillips, IL
Roni and Robert Pick, NY
Elisa and Alan Pines, NJ
Ahava and Theodore Podhorcer, NJ
Pia Sussman Pollack and

Stuart Pollack, PA
Bruria Pool-Sokal, FL
Judith and Michael Poretsky, FL
Jill Poser and David Camet, FL
Karen Presser, MD
Belinda Raikin, PA
Debbie and Michael Rand, NY
Daphna and Daniel Raskas, MD
Daphne and Joshua Rawson, NY
Dawn Godwin Reich and

Steven Reich, NY
Shira Reich, NJ
Ilana Ressler and Jared Dinkes, NY
Wendy and Stuart Riback, NY
Lynn and Marc Rohatiner, CA
Anna Roseman, z'l, NY
The Roseman Foundation, NC
Marcia and Philip Rosen, NJ
Sondra and Arnold Rosen, NY
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Miriam and Howard Rosenblum, NJ
Judith and Lawrence Rosman, NY
Sarah and Jeff Rosner, PA

Rhoda and Stephen Sand, PA
Leslie Schapira, CA

Phyllis and Jay Schapira, CA
Shirley and Matthew Schein, Israel
Katie and Judah Schiff, NY

Elaine and Saul Schreiber, Israel
Zelda Schuman, MO
Sheldon Schwartz, NY

Evan Schwartzberg, NY
Avraham Segel, Israel

Rafael Shiprut, Israel
Yaffi and Yoseph Shmidman, Israel
Shorashim Yisrael Fund, Israel
Robyn and Bruce Shoulson, NJ
Helene Shrago, NE
Judy Silberberg, NY

Elana Sinensky and

Adam Blumenthal, NY

Ellen and Saul Singer, MD
Jonathan Siscovick, CT
Joy and Barry Sklar, NJ

Marilyn and Ivan Soclof, OH
Henry Soussan, AE
Sydelle Spero, Israel

Debra GC. Speyer, PA

Nancy and Franklin Strong, PA
Chaya and E. David Subar, Israel
Naomi and Ira Sved, PA

Esther and Henry Swieca, NY
Susan and Robert Taub, NY
Carrie and Jerrold Teitcher, NY
David Trabelsi, Israel
Sylvia and Avi Tuchman, MA
Joy and Michael Volk, CA

Rivka Wakslak, NY

Hindy Walfish, Israel
Yael Weinreb, CA
Shirley Weinstein, NY

Baila and Stanley Weiss, NY
Barbara and Michael Weiss, NY
Elaine and Mark Weitzman, NY
Jeanette and Neil Wermuth, NJ
Ellen Werner and Elliot Shaller, MD
Marguerite, Z'l, and Ronald Werrin, PA
Sharon and Joseph Wiesel, NY
Douglas C. Williams, CA
Sondra Willner, MD

Ruth Yancovich, CT
Shira Zeltzer, Israel

Hillary Zilz, NY

Bilbsi and David Zuckerbrot, Israel
Roseanne and Jack Zwanziger, IL
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EVENT Highlights

NATIONAL

An Evening With Itzhak Perlman

At historic Sony Hall in the heart of New York City,
some 400 supporters of AMIT were wowed by the
music of Maestro Itzhak Perlman in celebration of
AMIT's groundbreaking Kfar Batya campus, the result
of a $70-million investment into the next generation
of Israel and Israeli society.

The event recognized the incredible philanthropic
commitment of Layla and Evan Green and Ellen

and Stanley Wasserman, and included a preview

of the AMIT Kfar Batya campus, which will feature
The Evan and Layla Green Family Foundation Gogya
Building and Program. There, thousands of teachers
will be trained in the innovative Gogya method to
be implemented throughout the AMIT Network. The
facility will focus on academic excellence and be
grounded in AMIT'’s Torah values, with the singular
goal of leveling the playing field for all Israeli children,
regardless of socioeconomic background, disability,
or personal challenges.

The new campus also includes the Educators’
Innovation Center; AMIT Headquarters; Community
Athletic Complex; The Gwen Straus Junior and
Senior High School for Boys; Elementary School;
Welcome Center; Memorial Park for Fallen Soldiers;

_24.-

and Outdoor Amphitheater.

“An Evening with Itzhak Perlman” was a performance for
the ages, with Perlman accompanied by Rohan De Silva
on piano.

Maestro Perlman captivated the rapt audience with
beautiful musical interludes punctuated with personal
stories of his parents’ immigration from Eastern Europe
to pre-state Israel in the 1930s, along with his own
modest childhood in Tel Aviv, his bout with polio, and
how music shaped the course of his life as he was
awarded numerous Grammys, the Genesis Prize, and the
adulation of millions of fans across the world.

The evening included a tribute to Marguerite Werrin, z"l,
a dedicated AMIT board member who recently passed
away, and the unveiling of the AMIT Kfar Batya time
capsule, which will be placed at the campus site and is
comprised of special items, including a telegram from
AMIT founder Bessie Gotsfeld. The memorable night
concluded with the announcement that AMIT

is dedicating the Toby and ltzhak Perlman Music

Studio located at the AMIT State Technological School

in Jerusalem.
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“Any organization that does anything for education
1S the best and the greatest mitzvah.”

Itzhak Perlman

Above Left: Maestro Itzhak Perlman, Rohan De Silva Above Center: Audrey Axelrod Trachtman, Joyce Straus
Above Right: Evan & Layla Green, Andy Goldsmith

he stakes were high and the steaks

were rare at AMIT's 15th Annual Guys'

Night Out last September, featuring
a poker tournament, high-end meat and
bar, and cigar rolling. Men from the tristate
area's greater Jewish community came out
to the rooftop at Pier 17 against a backdrop
of stunning waterfront views. A newly
added auction saw attendees placing bids
on signed sports jerseys and rare Judaica,
including a framed personal letter by Golda
Meir. Event chairs Avi Adelsberg and Alex
Luxenberg reported $215,000 in funds raised
— the highest amount ever at this annual
event — to support AMIT’s 40,000 students.

Avi Adelsberg, Poker Chair; Jared Isaac, Poker Committee member; Daniel Miller, Poker Committee member;
Isaac Benishai, Poker Commmittee member; and Zach Weiner, Poker Committee member

P
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AMIT Children

EVENT Highlights

REGIONAL EVENTS

Boston Tribute Brunch

n November, AMIT New England Council/

Ra'anana Chapter hosted the Boston Tribute

Brunch at Congregation Shaarei Tefillah in
Newton, Massachusetts. Many longtime supporters,
friends, and family came out to honor Cherille
Berman and Ruth and Nahum Vishniavsky for their
philanthropic commitment. President Audrey Axelrod
Trachtman presented an overview of AMIT's diverse
education programs.

-20-

Boston Tribute Brunch Committee and Honorees:

Naomi Lopkin, Sarah Okon, Laura Eisenberg, Cherille Berman,
Beverly Bavly, Ethlynne Brickman, Sarah Aghion, Ruth
Vishniavsky, Jone Dalezman

SAVE THE DATE

Thursday, June 8th
Virtual Mother in Israel Event

Wednesday, June 14th
Annual Assembly

ast November, more than 100 guests gathered to

honor Aviva and Justin Gordon and AMIT alumna

Noam Goldberg at the Midwest Council’'s luncheon
in Skokie, IL. At the region’s first Annual Event in more
than two years, donors enjoyed entertainment from
Magic by Randy as they reconnected with each other
and honored Aviva and Justin for their communal and
philanthropic commitment. AMIT Bellows Noga Beit
Shemesh alumna Noam Goldberg spoke eloquently
about her AMIT education and active citizenship, as
she helps shape Israel through the mediaasa TV
anchorwoman.

Top Image: Barbara Geller, Fritzie Robinson, AMIT alumna
Noam Goldberg, Sally Aaron, Judy Whisler Aaron

Bottom Image: Miriam Neuman, Sandy Miretzky, AMIT alumna
Noam Goldberg, Honoree Aviva Gordon, Sharon Friedman,
Judy Milstein, Midwest Council President Tami Drapkin
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Philadelphia Tribute Dinner

n December 4, at the Citron & Rose Tavern

in Bala Cynwyd, PA, more than 100 people

attended a heartwarming tribute to Marguerite
Werrin, z"l, president of AMIT Philadelphia Council's
Shira Chapter for more than 15 years. Attendees shared
memories of Marguerite and her unique leadership,
which remained unwavering through years of ill health.
Her legacy lives on through the Sifrei Torah donated to
AMIT in her memory and the memory of beloved family
members, and the other gifts Marguerite endowed to
benefit AMIT's children in her lifetime.

Top Image: Yaela Baine & Rene Rubin

Bottom Image: From left to right: Linda Garfield, Norman
Garfield, Andy Goldsmith, Ron Werrin

Florida Supporters Visit Ramle

n October 2022, Sara (president of AMIT Southeast

Region) and Ronald Gottlieb of Fort Lauderdale,

visited the AMIT Ramle Technological High School.
Principal Yizhar Afghan led the campus tour, where they
were shown the “quiet room” designed for psychologist
sessions and students who need space to regulate
emotional behavior.

“AMIT Ramle's teachers are sensitive to the individual
needs of their students and focused on doing whatever
they can so students complete high school with skills
that will help them be productive,” recounted Sara.

“We explored the fully equipped beauty salon, where
students learn the cosmetology trade, and the beautiful
commercial kitchen designed to teach students the
culinary arts, where the teacher is a former chief chef of ~ Sara and Ronald Gottlieb (second and fourth from left,
the IDF. It was a very inspiring visit, and it was great to respectively) with AMIT Ramle staff and students.

see our ‘AMIT dollars’ at work.”

) ™~
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EVENT Highlights

REGIONAL EVENTS

Israel at the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens

MIT Chug Ayelet hosted a special event in February at the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens. Over
a delicious lunch at Caffit, AMIT guests heard words of Torah from scholar Rabbi Dr. Abba
Engelberg, founder and former director of Machon Tal at the Jerusalem College of Technology.
His talk was followed by an exclusive tour of the beautiful flora coming into full bloom — a hint of spring —
at the Gardens.

28-
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Our new luxurious rooms are already included

People from all over the world are attracted to Jerusalem, coming from near and far to experience the
city’s distinctive atmosphere and divine spirit. In the heart of this special city is The Inbal - a haven
of “all-in” personal service where luxury permeates every detail, a Five-Star Plus oasis of exquisite
serenity beneath the Old City’s walls. Make yourself at home at The Inbal, any season or reason.

lf

THE INBAL

JERUSALEM

% % % % K "Five-Star Plus" Rating

Reservations: +9722 67566 69 | www.inbalhotel.com | reservations@inbalhotel.com
Liberty Bell Park, 3 Jabotinsky St., Jerusalem, Israel
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In Memoriam
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ESTHER PRESS, Z"L

MIT mourns the passing of Esther Press, z"l, a dedicated AMIT member and leader whose
involvement and support of the organization spanned decades. Esther’s journey began as a
child growing up in Rochester, NY, in a family deeply involved with AMIT, and then to Long

Beach, NY, where as a wife, mother, and educator, she helped found a new AMIT chapter called
Daroma, to which she remained unwaveringly committed to running.

With the support of her beloved husband Donald, and their beautiful family, Esther attended or
managed countless local chapter meetings and functions and served on the national board as
treasurer for many years. Esther along with Sami Schindelheim was the driving force behind the
successful Mishloach Manot project every year in Long Beach. She was honored for her service with
the Marvin Leff, z"l, Leadership Award at AMIT's 2019 Annual Dinner, at which her family announced the
dedication of a classroom on AMIT's Elaine Silver Campus in her honor.

AMIT's mission spoke personally to Esther, who was a teacher in public and private schools and
recognized the power of education to mold young people, inspire their futures, and help strengthen

society.

Esther’s daughter, Deena Kahane, was inspired by her mother’s example to serve as AMIT chapter
president in Teaneck before she made aliyah 14 years ago.

“My mother was deeply devoted to the land of Israel and the potential of education to change lives, and
AMIT perfectly combined her two great passions,” said Deena. “She was a genuine role model for me,
and her children and grandchildren continue to emulate her values of chesed and support of AMIT.”
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IRENE MORRIS, Z"L

ot much is known to us about the life of Irene Morris,

Z"l. The quiet and unassuming Manhattan resident

didn’t even like to be photographed. But she must
have been deeply impressed with the work of AMIT: She left
a substantial gift — her first major donation — to AMIT in
her will.

A friend and colleague spoke confidentially to AMIT of
Irene’s belief in the power of education and her fondness
for organizations dedicated to empowering children with
opportunities to better their lives.

Though she wished to remain private in her lifetime, he
explained, she was always extremely generous, keeping a
long list of the birthdays of her friends’ children so she could
send them gifts each year, and she always liked to treat her
friends to meals at elegant Manhattan restaurants.

/a;A. 2777

While we could not thank Irene in person, we honor her
legacy through the sacred work we undertake each day to
better the lives of the children of AMIT.

ILYA SOSANSKY, Z"L

MIT is devastated at the loss of llya Sosansky, z"l, a
graduate of AMIT Technology High School, who was
killed in the Jerusalem terrorist attack on International

Holocaust Remembrance Day this past January.

A popular DJ and bartender, llya’s friends described him as having
a good soul, and a genuine joy for life, and as someone who could
cheer up anyone. His manager at work mentioned his charm, his
love for people, and his modesty and humility.

llya was only 26 years old, with his life ahead of him. He is survived
by his parents, an older brother, and a younger sister. Hashem

Yikom Damo.

Breaking the Poverty Cycle - 3 ] -
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In Memoriam (continued)

A FINAL LETTER TO MY DEAR FRIEND, VIVIAN ROSEN, Z"L

BY ELLEN WASSERMAN

o my dear, dynamic, energetic, strong-minded, loyal, redheaded friend, Vivian Rosen, z"l: | will
miss you dearly. Do you remember that you were the one who introduced me to American
Mizrachi Women, now known as AMIT? We sat together at Michael Perl's Bar Mitzvah at the
Young Israel of Pelham Parkway 50 years ago. With your natural charisma and persuasive
manner, you suggested | come to a meeting of Dahlia Chapter. The rest is history. | went on to
become program chairman and then president of our chapter. You encouraged me all along. Your
enthusiasm and love for Mizrachi's work was contagious.

| remember you always held leadership positions in our chapter. Of course, you were president, and
then you held other positions. Your dedication to American Mizrachi Women was legendary. There
wasn't an event you didn't chair or in which you weren't actively involved. You shared your beautiful
singing voice with all of our Dahlia members. You also performed at major national events, singing
the national anthem at the start of all our programs. | remember your beautiful rendition of Frank
Sinatra’s “I did it my way.”

When you and your dear husband, Solomon D. Rosen, were honored in Deerfield Beach, Florida,
Stanley and | flew down to Florida to be part of your simcha and to show hakaras hatov to you both
for your friendship. You and Solomon were wonderful friends of ours. When you invited us for a
Thanksgiving dinner at your home on Tomlinson Avenue, we came with our four children in tow. |
believe that is where our daughter, Rivka, met your granddaughter, Debra Kalb. Whenever Debra
and her parents and siblings came to Pelham Parkway to visit you, Debra always came to our house,
and she and Rivka spent fun time together.

| remmember one Purim when | decided to make hamantaschen. Since baking was not one of my
strong points, | ended up with dough all over my hands. | had no idea how to remove the dough
from my fingers without ruining the whole batch. With sticky hands, | picked up the phone and
called you. “Viv," | plaintively cried, “I can't get the dough off my fingers. | don't know what to do.”

“I'll be at your house in five minutes,” you responded. And there you were, five minutes later,
rescuing me from my baking mishap. Thanks to you, we had homemade hamantaschen. However,
I'm not sure that | ever divulged to Stanley that you baked them.

In one of our conversations a few months ago, | mentioned to you that every morning when |

say modeh ani, | thank G-d for his beneficence in restoring my soul. It is a gift we cannot take for
granted. Your response was immediate and beautiful: “Ellen, yesterday was history, tomorrow is a
mystery, and today is a gift, which is why we call it the present,” you told me. | have repeated those
words to more people than | can remember.

I will miss our phone calls and our interesting conversations. Most of all, | will miss my very dear and
longtime friend.

May your memory be for a blessing.

Ellen Wasserman



This Passover.,

Do You Know What Your Legacy
Will Look Like?

The recounting of the exodus at the seder table reminds us of the Jewish people’s
shared legacy. Create your own legacy with a planned gift to AMIT. You'll strengthen
AMIT's leading role in revolutionizing education and ensure the future of the

next generation in Israel.

Remember the past. Secure the future. Your AMIT legacy awaits.

AMIT’s generous legacy supporters:

Bess Abel, 7”1 Irene Morris, 7”1

Helen Corwin, 2”1 Sarah & Louis Radzeli, z”1

Susan Ederson, 7”1 Marilyn Rappoport, z”1

Frances Frankel, 7”1 Beatrice Shustko, 7”1

Sylvia Holder, 7”1 Marsha Slavitt, z”1
Hermann Kaiser, 7”1 Kurt Steinbrecher, 7”1

Morton Kinzler, z”1 Edith Sussman, 7”1

Hortley Leblang, "1 Yvonne & Joe Tanenbaum, 7”1
Minnie Lieberman, z’1  Flaine & Michael Weinberger, 2”1
Margaret Mann, 2”1 Marguerite Werrin, z”1

Elaine Mintzes, 7”1

Have you included AMIT in your will, trust, or other estate plans? Let us honor you
with membership in AMIT's Legacy Society. Contact Genene Kaye at 212.477.5465 or

genenek@amitchildren.org to learn more.
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Building Israel. One Child at a Time.




HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE

« Groundbreaking ceremony for our new AMIT « Accommodations at Mamilla Hotel in
Kfar Batya campus the heart of Jerusalem

- Breakfast at the President’s House - A visit to the National Library of Israel

« A conversation with Professor Dan Ben-David - Visits to a variety of AMIT schools

THIS IS AN ALL-INCLUSIVE TRIP, COV\ \[@

« VIP transfer from Ben Gurion International - All experiences, meals and activities
Airport to hotel « Luxury bus and private tour guide
« Accommodations (5-star hotels) « All tips
PRICING

All pricing is based per person and includes deluxe accommodations, all meals,
transportation, admissions, and touring. Airfare not included.

- $3,950 Double Occupancy -« $5,000 Single Occupancy - $2,750 Land Tour Only

(does not include hotel accommodations)

AMIT MISSION COMMITTEE

Audrey Axelrod Trachtman, NY, Tamar Benovitz, Israel Eudice Greenfield, IL Shari Safra, NY

AMIT National President Michelle Chrein, NY Sharon Merkin, NJ Joyce Straus, NY
Anne Golombeck, NY, Karen Cole, FL Debbie Moed, NJ
Committee Chair Lisa Dardashti, PA Barbara Rascoff, NY

amitchildren.org/mission2023

2 AMIT
* FOR MORE INFORMATION, EMAIL OR CALL

A Building Israel. One Child at a Time.
missions@amitchildren.org - Lisa Lazerson 212-792-5698
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