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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
aying 2021 was a tough and complicated year would be an understatement. It was a challenge 
for thousands of our AMIT students whose unemployed parents had trouble putting food on 
their table at home, for hundreds of AMIT teachers who had multiple kids sharing computers 
in one room while they taught in another, and for the AMIT principals who had to shift course 

every month based on the Education Ministry’s latest COVID guidelines.  

And yet, throughout this uncertainty, AMIT educators remained nimble and committed to putting the 
education and personal needs of 44,000 Israeli children first. Applying 97 years of AMIT educational 
experience, leaning on AMIT’s established network and proven ability to respond in emergency 
situations, AMIT was able to:

   Create a structure where every AMIT student had a teacher/mentor who contacted them individually 
on a regular basis.

   Invest significant resources to our Gogya education platform making personalized learning more 
robust, engaging, and readily accessible.

    Find common ground in dialogue between our religious and secular students and teachers.
   Launch new and advanced online course offerings, taught by master teachers who would otherwise 
be inaccessible in-person.

   Expand AMIT’s Ecosystems program, including new offerings across more schools, to inspire 
students to pursue careers in medicine, law, finance, and diplomacy.

   Activate 24/7, an after school supervised program enabling students to get tutored, play ball, take 
workshops, plan activities, and stay safe. 

   Measure impact by making the evaluation process a core part of everything AMIT does. 
   Continue an upward trend in the all-important bagrut scores.
   Rank as the #1 Education Network by Israel’s Ministry of Education for the fourth year in a row.

 
As we enter a new year, AMIT sees a different and equally difficult challenge ahead as the social 
and academic effects of COVID are just starting to be understood. But we are AMIT and with your 
extraordinary support and unparalleled team of educators in Israel, I can confidently say stay tuned. We 
cannot wait to show you what we will accomplish in 2022!

Many, many thanks for all your support of AMIT every year, and especially during this unprecedented year. 

AUDREY AXELROD TRACHTMAN
AMIT President

S
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70%
OF STUDENTS
 come from Israel’s 
socioeconomic or 

geographic periphery

by Israel’s Ministry of 
Education for the fourth 

consecutive year

EDUCATION 
NETWORK#1

98%
OF GRADUATES

 serve in the 
IDF or perform 

National Service

90%
OF STUDENTS

 graduate with 
bagrut diploma 

44,000 
STUDENTS 
EACH YEAR
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AMIT’s 

DIRECT 
IMPACT 
on Israel’s Future 

328,000 
ALUMNI

are proud citizens of 
the State of Israel and 

found in every profession 
and walk of life



Students at the AMIT Evelyn Schreiber Junior and Senior 
High School for Girls in Tzfat hosted a bat mitzvah 
celebration for nine seventh-grade immigrants from 
Ethiopia who didn’t previously have the opportunity to 
celebrate this important Jewish milestone. 

03

Celebrating Jewish Milestones: 
AMIT Students Host Bat 
Mitzvah for Ethiopian Girls

We feel like we are in a dream that has come 
true,” one of the mothers remarked. “Thank 
you for the great love and warm embrace 
that you have shown our daughters.” 

STUDENT STORIES 



The AMIT Network Includes:

• 37 Elementary Schools
• 60 High Schools
• 2 Residential Facilities
• 11 Post-High School Programs

110
AMIT SCHOOLS 

IN 31 CITIES 
ACROSS ISRAEL

24
Northern 
Regional 
Community

Jerusalem 
Regional 
Community20
28

Central Regional 
Community

38
Southern 
Regional 
Community

Tzfat

Haifa

Jerusalem

Sderot

Beer Sheva

Tel Aviv

Eilat
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AN EXPANDING FOOTPRINT: 

AMIT’S 
NETWORK 
OF SCHOOLS

27,873
Jr. & Sr. High 
Schools Students

391
Junior College 
Students 

357 

376
Post-High School 
Midrashot & Yeshivot 
Students

14,339
Elementary School 
Students

AMIT NETWORK 
OF STUDENTS

1,175
Vocational High 
School Students

Residential Students
Including the Ellen
& Stanley Wasserman 
Kfar Blatt Campus



Putting the 
Needs of Israel’s 
Children First 

t AMIT, students are individuals first and 
students second. By engaging in all aspects 
of their development — from ensuring that 
basic psychological and economic needs are 

met, to fostering a sense of belonging and community, 
emphasizing social skills and self-esteem in addition to 
academic abilities — AMIT empowers Israel’s children to 
realize their potential. It is because of this holistic approach 
that students have been able to continue with their 
academic, emotional, social, and values-based learning, 
even under the difficult circumstances of the past year.

During 2021, AMIT was able to overcome an extraordinary 
set of challenges. Very few countries closed their schools 
for as long as Israel during the pandemic. Students were 
negatively impacted by uncertainty and lack of stability, 
reduced socialization, distance learning, and economic disarray. 
Impact was felt by all students as well as educators, with the 
disadvantaged suffering most.

The past few years has been a period of educational transformation 
thanks to investments made in education innovation, teacher development, 
and personalized learning. As a result, AMIT had the infrastructure in place 
to enable educators to thrive. Through agile leadership, creative Gogya 
process and thinking, and support from generous donors, students were 
able to continue to learn and grow in 2021. 

A

The pandemic has 
shaken reality as we know it, 

teaching us, above all else, the 
importance of developing social 

and emotional skills, dealing with 
challenges, thinking creatively 

and being able to innovate.” 
— DR. AMNON ELDAR 
AMIT Director General
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GO•GY•A
noun

1. from the Hebrew word for pedagogy.
2. refers to leading the child in a process of education. 

tudents learn through Gogya’s personalized, 
experiential, hands-on, skills-based method to 
ensure growth in all areas and where advanced 
digital platforms are utilized for individual and 
group learning. 

Educators are trained in the Gogya approach, 
learning from worldwide experts and cutting-edge 
methodologies such as interdisciplinary, skills-based, and 
project-based learning, learning journeys, personalization, 
and virtual reality. Teachers bring this excellence to 
their classrooms and across the network for knowledge 
sharing and constant improvements. Research and this 
ongoing development are core tenets of Gogya. 

AMIT’s existing Gogya platform and unique 
methodologies provided an effective space for learning 
to continue despite the remote school scenario.

S

AMIT’s Holistic 
Educational Platform: 

GOGYA 
GOGYA IS AMIT’S RENOWNED EDUCATION PLATFORM, 
A HOLISTIC EDUCATIONAL APPROACH THAT INCLUDES 
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, VALUES, SOCIALIZATION, EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, AND EXPOSURE TO THE REAL WORLD.
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GOGYA 
IMPLEMENTATION
AMIT has identified NINE AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

critical to the implementation of Gogya. These 
areas are run by school-based leaders with the 

understanding that change happens in the schools 
and on both network and local levels. Teachers who 
have a passion for a specific area receive substantial 
training from network experts on a network-wide, 

regional, and school-based level. The nine areas are:
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Pedagogical 
Development 
Innovative educational 
methods for personalized, 
interdisciplinary, and 
relevant learning

Techno-Pedagogy
Technical platforms to 
facilitate personalized 
learning for an ever-
changing technical world 

Reshet/School Identity
Establishment of a strong 
network for students, 
teachers, parents and 
partners, while enabling a 
unique narrative for schools

Administration 
& Budgets
Delivery of top-level 
management systems 
to schools to maximize 
resources and ensure 
efficiency and effectiveness 

Entrepreneurship 
& Ecosystem 
Real life experiences and 
exposure to help students 
break the glass ceiling 

Torat Chaim 
Identity and values-based 
education for religious and 
secular schools alike

Connections in 
Israeli Society
Building bridges in society 
through dialogue and 
meaningful interactions

Pedagogical 
Systems Analysis 
Climate of formative 
assessment for ongoing 
evaluation, goal-setting, and 
reaching benchmarks

Personal/Professional 
Academic Growth 
Plans 
Personalized plans for 
principals, teachers and 
students, developed 
collaboratively, to ensure 
constant and focused growth 



uring 2021, AMIT established Hybrid Gogya, an online platform for 
joint learning. With four local branches in each of AMIT’s regional 
communities, Hybrid Gogya schools provide 4,400 students with 
more learning choices, enrichment classes, and majors — far 

beyond what any individual local school could previously offer.   

Based on the Gogya principles of collaboration, teamwork, curiosity, 
independent learning, and agility, Hybrid Gogya enables students to learn 
from the best teachers across the network of schools. This brings greater 
opportunities to students especially in Israel’s geographic periphery where 
small school sizes and limited teacher pools often mean fewer opportunities. 

D

GOGYA EXPANDS THROUGH 

HYBRID GOGYA 
   Majors Offered in Hybrid Gogya: 

    Physics, Computer Science, 
    Arabic, and French

  Courses Offered in Hybrid Gogya: 
    Astrophysics, English Debate, 
    Human Psychology, Jewish History, Art
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t AMIT’s core is helping students form their identity 
through a values-based education. AMIT aims to 
instill graduates with strong values, sense of self, 
commitment to giving back, and a drive to better 

Israeli society. These guiding principles are based on values 
identified in the AMIT Compass of Excellence and Self-Fulfillment, 
Klal Yisrael and Torat Chaim (dynamic Jewish values).

AMIT integrates values into students’ everyday lives and makes 
Jewish study more relatable. In 2021, 350 young women chose 
to learn Torah subjects together; AMIT schools led a Talmud 
study for women; an annual competition in Torah-based 
creativity enabled students to connect to values in a way that 
spoke most to them. 

Every AMIT high school engages in programs and initiatives 
under the umbrella of Klal Yisrael, creating an environment 
of openness, tolerance, and a celebration of diversity. This is 
accomplished through programs like Rivlin’s “Israeli Hope” and 
partnerships with Kaleidescope, an organization that fosters 
bonds and connections to promote diversity, inclusion, and 
tolerance. Through dialogue, interaction, social-emotional 
learning, and student exposure, AMIT creates unity regardless of 
individual differences. 

VALUES-BASED 
EDUCATION
A
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WELCOMING 
Three New Schools 
to the AMIT Network

AMIT Nachshon Junior 
and Senior High School, 
Hevel Modiin 
Acquired in the tender process

AMIT Nachshon has 1,200 students 
in seventh through 12th grade. The 
student body is heterogeneous and 
comes from 24 rural communities 
of varying socioeconomic levels and 
ethnic backgrounds. The school 
was run by the regional council 
for nine years before joining the 
network, and is strong in the sciences, 
offering a choice of bagrut in biology, 
chemistry, physics, biotechnology, 
and biomedicine. It is also known for 
its sports program, with intramural 
basketball, soccer, and volleyball 
teams. The bagrut rate in year one 
was 81%, with 95% of AMIT Nachshon 
graduates serving in the IDF.

AMIT Ramle Junior College, 
Ramle 

New Junior College

AMIT Ramle opened a new junior college in 
2021. Known as Grade 13, it provides young 
women with a one-year course in medical 
administration. As part of their studies, 
students spend 60 hours doing rotations 
in hospital departments to get hands-on 
experience. In addition to professional 
studies, everyone participates in a life 
preparation course. This course is designed 
to give vital life skills to the student body, 
most of whom come from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. It includes finance and 
budgeting, interpersonal relationships, 
building families, job interviewing, self-
confidence, and public speaking. Trips 
around Israel foster a student connection 
with the country and their heritage. At the 
completion of the program, graduates earn 
a technical diploma.

The AMIT Ron Arad Junior 
and Senior High School, 
Rehovot
Acquired in the tender process

AMIT Ron Arad is a large, secular school 
with 750 students in grades seven 
through 12. The high school has a 
relatively large number of bagrut tracks; 
biology, chemistry, physics, extended 
history studies, diplomacy, visual arts, 
computer science and programming, 
phys. ed., social initiatives, social science, 
earth science, information systems, 
Arabic, theater, and communications. 
The bagrut rate is 95% with the last 
graduating class achieving a full bagrut 
certificate. The school is named for Ron 
Arad, the IDF solider missing in action 
since 1986, and focuses on Arad’s four 
core values: excellence, love of one’s 
neighbor, responsibility, and personal 
example. 
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MIT prepares students for their adult life through partnerships that 
expand learning into real-world experiences. This goal is critical to all 
children, but even more so for the 70% of students from Israel’s social 
and geographic periphery. 

The Louzoun Family Ecosystems program was piloted in 2020-2021 to give students 
an opportunity to practice skills in the classroom and work alongside professionals. 
Ecosystems exposes students to professional settings for the first time in their lives 
and provides invaluable opportunities to interact with Israeli leaders in key fields. 

ECOSYSTEMS

A

12

Expands to Medical, Start-Ups, 
& Finance Fields

THIS PAST YEAR, AMIT ROLLED 
OUT THREE NEW PROGRAMS: 

1. ECO-MEDICINE

2. ECO-START-UPS

3. ECO-FINANCE

 



ECO-MEDICINE1.
This past year, the Eco-Medicine project created technological 
solutions to medical issues. Each of the five participating AMIT 
schools became joint pilot teams, combining students, physicians 
and engineers, to solve real-life challenges, from IVF success 
rates to heart valve repairs and replacements. Students worked 
together with professionals to develop out-of-the-box prototypes. 

Each week students visited professional laboratories and 
medical settings to learn about their subject and conduct 
research at places normally outside their reach. Students 
watched an open-heart surgery, toured operating theaters, met 
with doctors, nurses and technicians, to see first-hand what each 
professional on the team does. Eco-Medicine participants went 
to laboratories at Hebrew University and did research alongside 
university students and they brought a young, creative, 
entrepreneurial spirit to discussions.

The program increased student interest 
in science and medicine and gave them 
a newfound belief that these professions 
are possible in their future.    

Participating 
Schools

29 2,875
 Participating 
Students

ECOSYSTEMS IN 2021
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ECO-START-UPS2.
Eco-Start-Ups gave students the opportunity to work 
at a tech company once a week, where they met with 
successful CEOs. Participation in entrepreneurship 
workshops and an intensive English language program 
positioned these students for their professional future. 
Students heard directly from CEOs about their personal 
journeys and disadvantaged backgrounds, helping 
students realize they too can dream big and achieve 
similar success. 

ECO-FINANCE3.
Eco-Finance partnered with the Israeli Accountants Union 
to provide students with a high-level financial education. 
Students in seven participating schools had bi-weekly 
workshops presented by top accountants where topics 
included understanding the banking system, mortgages, 
and budgets. These in-depth workshops were followed by bi-
weekly mentor meetings that further connected the students 
to the topics with assignments such as preparing an analysis 
of their family’s budgets after a budget workshop. 
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When Ma’ayan Knoll heard about a local young couple 
without any family nearby who couldn’t afford to get 
married, he and his classmates at the Belevav Shalem 
AMIT yeshiva high school sprang into action. They 
bought food and a wedding canopy and threw the 
couple a wedding to remember in the yeshiva yard in 
Yerucham. The 11th-grade band brought liveliness to 
the wedding, and students at nearby AMIT Kama girls’ 
school joined in the dancing.

Instilling Jewish Values: 
AMIT Girls Make a Wedding

This was the best wedding 
in the world — better than 
the fanciest halls,” 
boasted the couple, Yisrael and Chen Avikazar, 

“the students really moved 
us and made us happy.”

2021-22 ANNUAL REPORT

STUDENT STORIES 
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AMIT ALUMNI  LEADING ISRAEL: 
The Real-life Impact 
of Your Investment 
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DR. ALAN BILLIG
Staff Surgeon at Hadassah 

Medical Center
Alum, AMIT Kfar Blatt Youth 

Village, Petach Tikva  
 

ike many students at Kfar Blatt, Alan was unable to stay in his family 
home. He knew at a young age that the director of the youth village 
was intent on their success by “being on the side of the students.” 

After a couple of years working through his rebellious nature, Alan was 
able to shape his future guided by the school’s personalized education. 
Encouraged by his teachers who recognized his potential, Alan focused his 
energies on getting his bagrut. He found his calling as a plastic surgeon 
specializing in skull and facial deformity reconstruction. 

L

About AMIT Kfar Blatt, Petach Tikva
Several hundred foster children call AMIT Kfar Blatt their home and place to 
rebuild their lives where they can forge promising futures. It’s a youth village with 
several different elements: residences, a junior high school, a senior high school, a 
community center, and a pre-military professional training junior college.

I focus on helping people better exist in society. What better 
legacy can you leave in this world than doing good for people 
who need it? AMIT was there to prop me up as much as 
possible and to extract from me my highest potential.”  

LEADING THE MEDICAL RECONSTRUCTION FIELD



orn in Ethiopia, Leah 
and her family settled in 
the small city of Kiryat 

Malachi, a lower income area 
where the majority of immigrants 
are from the former Soviet Union 
and Ethiopia. She credits AMIT 
educators for encouraging and pushing her to place an equal 
level of importance on after-school work and volunteerism as 
on academics. She returned to the Kiryat Malachi school after 
graduation to be a counselor, continuing to be a mentor for 
those around her. Even though Leah looks back on what was 
a complicated youth, she views her time at AMIT as “the best 
six years of my life,” and says, “I can speak about my teachers 
[at AMIT] and cry because they really did help me get to 
where I am.”

B

About AMIT Kiryat Malachi
AMIT Kiryat Malachi Junior and Senior High School strengthens 
the academic achievements of local youth, often from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, helping to close the gap between 
them and their peers in stronger communities through 
opportunities for excellence and breaking the glass ceiling.  

LEAH YUVAL
Social Counselor in Kiryat Malachi
Alum, AMIT Kiryat Malachi

Kiryat Malachi teaches you that you don’t 
have everything, not even close to it, but 
you have all you need to succeed and it’s 
an important lesson that brought me to 
where I am today.” 

GIVING BACK TO KIRYAT MALACHI

arak’s road to representing Israel 
in the Paralympics was not easy. 
When he arrived at the school for 

boys after several attempts to succeed in 
conventional educational frameworks, 
Barak believed he was “not talented enough, not strong enough 
or tall enough,” to pursue his athletic interests. The alternative 
education model at AMIT Bienenfeld Havruta, to nurture students 
while facilitating the development of their many, individual aptitudes, 
enabled Barak to chart a course for his own future. As a result, he says 
he learned to embrace life’s challenges and forge his own path: he 
was the first at the school to receive a full bagrut. Even after enduring 
catastrophic injury while serving in the army, he pursued and 
achieved his childhood dreams of becoming a champion. 

B

About AMIT Bienenfeld Havruta Yeshiva, Kfar Batya
AMIT Bienenfeld Havruta Yeshiva High School is a program for ninth 
through 12th-grade boys. The school’s philosophy and educational 
approach, based on Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences, is to 
develop each student’s unique strengths and interests, be it music, 
nature, or animal training. The school nurtures students while giving 
them the values, tools, and skills needed to live productive and fulfilling 
lives. The staff comprises 70 dedicated teachers and counselors, 
some of whom live on campus to be available for students.

BARAK HATZOR 
Paralympic Rower, Ranked 6th in the World
Alum, AMIT Bienenfeld Havruta Yeshiva, 
   Kfar Batya

I think what was really special [was] that we 
had small classes…no more than 20 people 
in my class and everyone had a really unique 
treatment and unique program…it was really 
good for me at the end of the day.” 

PARALYMPIC PURSUIT
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24/7 is an after-school program that 
brings together formal and informal 
education by curating local programs 
based on students’ interests. It enables 
development in a wide variety of areas, 
from outdoor training to coding to 
surfing to robotics, while ensuring 
that after-school time for students is 
constructive and safe.

24/7

18

AFTER-SCHOOL 
EMPOWERMENT 
PROGRAM

2018: 
Program Launch

Investing Where Student Needs Exist

Participating 
students

300
Schools

2
2021:

Participating 
students

3,500
Schools

9

The 24/7 empowerment program is run by AMIT in 
cooperation with a coalition of partners, including local 
municipalities, government ministries, private sector, and 
non-profit representatives. Based on investment by these 
partners, 24/7 was able to grow significantly in 2021, with 
more than 3,500 participating students across nine schools. 



24/7 Courses
Outdoor Programming
• Surfing
• Values through Sports
• Jeeping
• Wall Climbing
• Skateboarding
• Tennis
•  “Nirim in the Classroom” 

Program

Technology, Science, and 
Entrepreneurship
• Start-Tech
• MakerBot
• SpaceLab
• Robotics
• Unistream
•  Training and Technological 

Employment Centers

Personalized 
Learning
• Math
• Language
• Science
• Humanities
• Hebrew Grammar
• Art

Arts
• Plastic Arts
• Theater
• Photography
• Drawing
• Creative Writing

Leadership and Community
•  “Nirim in the 

Neighborhood” Program
•  Lead
•  Unique Chessed Initiative
•  “When you give, you 

receive” 
•  Every student volunteers
•  Program for Parents
•  Taking on neighborhood 

sites

19
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ACADEMICS
   30% increase in bagrut eligibility
   Doubled the number of students taking high 
level math 

    40% increase in the number of students taking 
high level English

   20% increase in the number of students taking 
physics, computers, or chemistry 

SKILLS AND VALUES

   15% go on to pre-army mechinot or year of 
volunteering pre-army 

   Dozens of start-ups developed
   38 groups participate in technological courses 
   42 galleries or productions: photography, 
plastic arts, films, writing, theater, art 

   290 graduates of outdoor training courses 
(survival, biking, sailing, jeeping)

   80% increase in volunteering in the community 
   No new criminal records amongst all 24/7 
students

IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY
   40% increase in parental involvement in the 
educational process

   Alumni committees involved in education, 
leisure, and local leadership

  60% decrease in number of calls to the police 

STUDENTS

Evaluating AMIT’s 
Investment in 

ISRAELI 
COMMUNITIES



MEASURING 
IMPACT:  
Evaluation as a 
Core Component
The launch of AMIT’s in-house evaluation unit has 
changed the organization’s mode of operation. By 
creatiing a culture based on formative evaluation, 
data is used in decision-making processes, project 
development, goal-setting, and establishment of 
work plans. AMIT developed a unique measure called 
Mapat AMIT, dividing results into three core areas: 

apat AMIT allows schools to choose specific 
results to focus on and provides live data on 
where the school is at in each area.

AMIT’s evaluation unit also developed a unique platform 
for providing live student and teacher evaluations on 
the content being taught and skills being developed. 
In-depth qualitative studies are yet another means of 
evaluation brought to our schools, with focus placed on 
specific challenges, from bullying to leadership issues. A 
comprehensive 360-degree feedback system has been 
built to evaluate headquarters professionals at all levels 
and ensure that this culture of assessment and growth 
impacts all levels of the organization.

M

LEADERSHIP

B
E

LO
N

GING ACADEM
IC

S
3,300

PARENT 
PARTICIPANTS

2021 EVALUATIONS

180,000
STUDENT RESPONSES 

over the year

21
IN-DEPTH 
STUDIES 

at AMIT schools
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Bagrut Diploma Scores

Ellen’s Kids is a landmark program 
for AMIT students that embodies 
the essence and benevolent spirit 
of its namesake, Ellen Koplow, z”l.

Ellen’s Kids provides thousands 
of Israeli teens in AMIT’s 
network of schools with tutoring 
and enhanced educational 
opportunities, designed to foster 
academic excellence and develop 
every student’s potential. 

90%

81.5%
EARN A 

HIGH LEVEL  
ENGLISH BAGRUT 

(Israel national 
average is 63.8%)

47.6%
EARN A 

HIGH LEVEL 
MATH BAGRUT 

(Israel national 
average is 37.5%)

18.5%
EARN A 

PHYSICS* 
BAGRUT 
*Physics is only 

available at high level

In addition to the standard bagrut, AMIT encourages students to 
take high level exams in English, math, and physics, to open as many 

doors as possible in the professional world, academia, and army.

TRENDING UP 

OF AMIT STUDENTS 
receive their bagrut diploma 
compared to 73.4% of all 
Jewish students in Israel.



Looking Out 
for Each Other

MIT sprang into action when amidst 
the global pandemic Israel faced an additional 
battle: Operation Guardian of the Walls. AMIT 
students, their families, and our educational 

teams in Southern Israel found themselves under constant 
rocket attack. 

AMIT’s education teams from the North adopted teams from 
the South, sending students care packages and offering to 
host entire families. AMIT organized a day of reprieve for the 
entire Southern regional community, providing students with 
a much-needed break from the painful realities back home. 

A
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FINANCIALS

Unrestricted Annual Contributions
Major Gifts and Dedications
Events, planned giving and other

TOTAL REVENUES

Israel support 
General & Administrative Expense

TOTAL EXPENSES

SUPPORT FROM RESERVE FUNDS

2021 AMIT FUNDRAISING 
OPERATIONS

$  6,200,000 
$  3,200,000  
$  1,800,000 

$ 11,200,000 

$  9,100,000
$  2,800,000 

$ 11,900,000 

$  (700,000)

- 2021 results are unaudited and reflect 990 methodology

Ellen’s Kids and Special Tutoring
Systems and Infrastructure
Educational Innovation-Content/
   Methodology
HR/Leadership Development
New schools investment
Values Education
Support of Individual School Programs
General and Administrative Expense

TOTAL EXPENSES

AMIT ISRAEL HQ EXPENSES AND 
DIRECT SUPPORT TO SCHOOLS

$  4,700,000 
$  2,700,000 
$  2,000,000 

$   1,200,000 
$     900,000 
$     800,000 
$  3,000,000 
$  9,200,000 

$24,500,000 

-   $/Shekel Exchange rate: 3.1
-  30% of $24.5M [above] is funded by AMIT donations
-  70% is  funded by the Ministry of Education and school overhead
 -  Total school expenses  in 2021 was $220M, mainly funded by the 

Ministry of Education, municipalities and parent fees.



Audrey Axelrod Trachtman, President
Sharon Merkin, Co-Chair, Board of Directors
Joyce Straus, Co-Chair, Board of Directors
Malky Jacobs, Treasurer
Caryn Golombeck, Secretary
Anne Golombeck, VP, Israel Programming
Alex Luxenberg, VP, Marketing & 
   Communications*
Shari Safra, VP, Financial Resource 
   Development
Chana Shields, VP, Strategic Planning
Robyn Price Stonehill, VP, Leadership 
   Development* 
Rona Kellman, Chair, Board of Governors
Karen Cole, Chair, NewGen
Marisa Braunstein, Chair, Young Leadership* **
Eliana Isaac, Co-Chair, AFLI**
Jared Isaac, Co-Chair, AFLI**
Trudy Abramson, Regional VP, Southeast* 
Beth Alter, Regional VP, Midwest
Laura Eisenberg, Regional VP, New England*
Evan Green, Regional VP, West Coast
Connie Kadish, Regional VP, Tri-State

Elana Minkove, Regional VP, Tri-State*
Marguerite Werrin, z”l, Regional VP, 
   Mid-Atlantic

Randi Gelman, Co-Chair, Israel Amutah
Tamar Benovitz, Co-Chair, Israel Amutah*
Lori Gerson, Associate Treasurer, 
   Israel Amutah* 

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Avi Adelsberg
Suzanne Doft
Michelle Goldberg*
Daniela Gontownik
Evan Jerome
Brenda Kalter
Elissa Katz*
Mindy Kolatch
Audrey Lookstein
Zipporah Marans
Judy Milstein*  
Barbara Nordlicht
Sara Sadinoff*   
Leslie Schapira*
Harriet Seif
Ina Tropper
Anne Wasserman
Robert Zeldin*   

PAST PRESIDENTS, EX OFFICIOS
Evelyn Blachor
Norma Holzer
Debbie Isaac
Debbie Moed
Jan Schechter
Sondra Sokal
Francine Stein

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP 
Dr. Amnon Eldar, Director General
Andrew Goldsmith, 
   Executive Vice President

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

2021-2023 

*new Board member and/or new role   **representatives to the Board of Directors from their respective Boards
25

2021-22 ANNUAL REPORT



Rona Kellman, Chair
Naomi Max, Vice Chair
Trudy Abramson 
Sarah Aghion
Betty Atlas Rumelt 
Joan Bellows
Lee Benjamin                             
Sandra Berg 
Zelda Berger 
Janice Berkower
Hadassah Bienenfeld
Andrea Gail Bier
Evelyn Blachor
Rosalyn Bramson
Ethlynne M. Brickman
Elaine Brief
Adele Brody
Adrianne Brum
Myrna Buckman
Alice Burstein
Michelle Chrein
Shevi Cohen
Marion Crespi
Judy Daniels
Hattie Dubroff

Jewel Edelman
Linda Eichler
Sherry Eidelman
Vivian Falk
Iris Feldman
Debbie Feuer
Jeanne Finkelstein
Chaya Flank
Lilly Friedman
Rosalyn Friedman
Vivian Sue Fuller
Rachel Gatenio
Debbie Geller
Rita Geller
Sharon Gertz
Miriam Glaubach
Paulette Goldberg
Esther Goldman
Shulamit Goldstein
Ilka Gordon
Eudice Greenfield
Sharon Gross
Harriet Gussin
Karen Hochberg
Sifrah Hollander

Norma Holzer
Aviva Hoschander
Deborah Isaac
Elaine Jacobs
Suzanne Javitt
Judy Joffe
Barbara Joseph
Lily Kaplan
Marilyn Kaplan
Keren Kaplan
Rise Kaufmann
Rochelle Stern Kevelson
Susan Alter Klaperman
Laurie Koppel
Cara Krashin
Ruth Krasner 
Rochelle Kraut
Rochelle Kroll
Esther Landsman
Batya S. Levin
Dorothy Lewis, z”l
Aviva Lichtenstein 
Roslyn Linderman 
K.C. Littner
Esther Lopata
Meira Max
Mimi Mehlman 
Lisa Meyers 
Myra A. Mitzner
Debbie Moed
Marilyn Moed

Ruth Musher
Hope Nathan
Miriam Neuman
Andrea Penkower-Rosen
Judith Poretsky 
Esther Press 
Judith Pressner
Barbara Rascoff
Joyce Raskas
Dorothy Raul
Evelyn Reichenthal
Dorene Richman
Debbie Rochlin
Evelyn Rochlin
Vivian Rosen
Miriam Rosenblum
Rachelle Rosenfeld
Hedda Rudoff
Jan Schechter
Sami Schindelheim
Judith Schreiber
Diana Schiowitz Schwartz
Rita Schwalb
Sema Shaffer 
Deanne Shapiro
Ruth Shapiro
Judy Sherman
Ethel Shiner
Mollie Siegel
Lillian Siev
Adrian Silverman

Sandy R. Kline Small
Cathy Snyder
Sondra Sokal
Sheryle Spar
Sydelle Spero
Francine Stein
Deborah Stern-Blumenthal
Adina Straus
Zahava Straus            
Sylvia Tuchman
Orlee Turitz
Audrey Wagner
Paula Walter
Ellen Wasserman
Suzanne Weilgus
Judy Weiss
Marion Weiss
Barbara Weider
Rosalyn Weitzner
Sondra Willner
Helene Zisholtz 

BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS

2021-2023 
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AMBASSADORS’ CLUB 

$1,000,000 +
Anonymous, NY
Helen and Jacob Greenfield, z”l, NJ 
Evan and Layla Green Family
   Foundation, CA
The Joan S. and Leon Meyers Foundation, NY 
Ellen, z”l, and Meyer Koplow, NY
The Lewis and Wolkoff Family Legacy, CO
Sarena and David Koschitzky, 
   Mira and Saul Koschitzky, Tamar and 
   Eric Goldstein, and Joel Koschitzky, 
   US, Canada and Israel
The Moise Y. Safra Foundation, NY 
Ellen and Stanley Wasserman, NY

TO OUR ESTEEMED DONORS 
WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE 

TO CREATE OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR STUDENTS.

THANK YOU

$250,000 - $999,999
Estate of Marilyn Rappoport, AZ
Shari and Jacob M. Safra, NY
Ethel and Lester, z”l, Sutker, IL
Marsha Slavitt, z”l, CA

$100,000 - $249,999
Lee and Lou, z”l, Benjamin, FL
Joan and Norman Ciment, FL
Susan Ederson, z”l, NY
The Barbara and Fred Kort Foundation, CA
Ellen and Emanuel Kronitz, Israel
Estate of Marilyn H. Phillips, NY
Joyce and Daniel Straus, NJ
Samis Foundation, WA
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, MD
Pauline Zonon, z”l, NY

$75,000 - $99,999
Jerusalem Foundation, Israel

$50,000 - $74,999
Anonymous, NY 
Hadassah and Marvin Bienenfeld, NY
Canada Foundation, Israel
Suzanne and Jacob Doft, NY
Education for Giving, Israel
David Goldman Charitable Trust, Israel
Harvey Goodstein Foundation, PA 
The Kolatch Family Foundation, NJ
Ria and Tim Levart, NJ
Leon, z”l and Gloria, Edward, Sari, and 
   Howard Miller, NY
Barbara and Jules, z”l, Nordlicht, NY
Norman and Bettina Roberts Foundation, NJ
Audrey Axelrod Trachtman and 
   Chaim Trachtman, NY

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

$36,000 - $49,999
Anonymous, MA
Joseph Abelow, z”l, Israel
Ofra and Amiad Altshuler, Israel
Kol Hanearim Inc., NY
Ike, Molly and Steven Elias Foundation, NY
Marsha and Tom Friedman, NJ
Keren Yerushalayim, Israel 
Kivunim Foundation, Israel
Magbit, Israel
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$25,000 - $35,999
Anonymous, FL
Anonymous, MA
Anonymous, NY
Raquela and Avi Adelsberg, NY
American Embassy, Israel 
Ann and Yale Baron, NJ 
Doris and Marcus, z”l, Blumkin, NY
Rosa and Isaac Cohanzad, CA
Jewel and Ted Edelman, NY
Gazit-Globe, Israel
Larry and Ita Golzman, NY
Harwit Charitable Trust, CA
Mildred, z”l, and Alvin Hellerstein, NY
Russell Jay Hendel, MD 
Norma and Emanuel, z”l, Holzer, NY
Max and Sunny Howard Memorial Fund, NY
Debbie and David Isaac, NY
Brenda and Albert, z”l, Kalter, NY
Kislev Tuvla Veschar, Israel 
Gitta and Richard Koppel, Israel
Matanel, Israel
The Dorothy Phillips Michaud  
    Charitable Trust, CA
Elana and Daniel Miller, NJ
Debbie and Samuel Moed, NJ
Phyllis and Arthur Rosenbaum, NY
Harriet and Heshe Seif, NJ 
Amnon Shaashua, Israel
Robyn Price Stonehill and  
    David Stonehill, NY
Zahava and Moshael Straus, NJ
Sylvia and Morris Trachten, z”l, Family  
    Foundation, Israel
Villar Group, Israel
Zeldin Family, FL

$18,000 - $24,999
Grace, Shua and Jacob Ballas
    Charitable Trust, Israel
Aaron and Marie Blackman Foundation, CA
Adrienne and Leon Brum, FL
Michael Cleeman, NY
Pnina and Jacob Graff, CA
Amy, z”l, and James Haber, NY
Pearl and Marty Herskovitz, Israel  
Hamifal Education Childrens Home, Israel
Sarah Liron and Sheldon Kahn, CA 
Keren DM (Glencor), Israel
Margaret Mann, z”l, NY
Sharon and Solomon Merkin, NJ
Nerine Trust Company, Israel 
Jennie and Avi Rothner, IL 
Shemesh Foundation, Israel
Ina and David Tropper, NY
Youth Villages for Advancement and 
   Excellence, Ltd., Israel

$10,000 - $17,999
Anonymous, CA
Trudy and Ted, z”l, Abramson, FL
Renee and Steve Adelsberg, NY
Rom Israel Bamont, Israel
Adar Sachar Benlleumi, Israel
Gary Alter, CA
Amdocs, Israel 
Arizot Yerushalayim, Israel
Max and Anna Baran, Ben and Sarah Baran   
    and Milton Baran, z”l, CA
Zelda and Solomon Berger, NY 
Daisy Berman, z”l, NY
Helen and Henry Bienenfeld Foundation, PA
Barbara and Leonard, z”l, Bloom, MD
Henry Ben Ezra, Israel
Natan Ben Natan, Israel

Deborah Stern Blumenthal  
   and Michael Blumenthal, NJ
Lotte, z”l, and Ludwig Bravmann, NY
Bressler/Robbins Foundation, IL
Ethlynne and Stephen Brickman, MA
Herman and Kate Caro Foundation, NY
Vanessa and Raymond Chalme, NY
The Chrein Family, NY
Michelle Chrein, NY
Diane and Howard Cole, NY
Christian Friends of Yesha Communities, Israel
Marion Crespi, NY
Jone and Allen Dalezman, MA
Lisa and Ephraim Dardashti, PA
Adena and Ezra Dyckman, NY
Danielle and Ronald Ellis, Israel
Ruth and Gene Fax, MA 
Eve Finkelstein, Israel
Lisa Rosenbaum and Ronald Fisher, MA
Beth and Harry Fried, NJ
Rosalyn and Ira Friedman, NJ
Marisa and Andrew Gadlin, NY
Randi and Alan Gelman, Israel
Gemstone Cultural Heritage, Israel
Anne and Sheldon Golombeck, NY
Paula Yudenfriend and Arlin Green, PA
Harvey Greenberg, z”l, VA
Haruach Halsraeli (The Israel Spirit), Israel
Laura and Jonathan Heller, NY 
Chanie and Barry Holzer, NY
Michelle and Natalie Horovitz, Israel
Ithaca United Jewish Community, NY
Edith and Herman Itzkowitz, PA
Nicole and Gabriel Izbicki, Israel
Suzanne and Norman Javitt, NY
Ruth and Hillel Kellerman, CA
Rona and Ira Kellman, NY
Keren HaYesod, Israel 
Kibbutz Mishmar HaEmek, Israel
Toba Kippen, GA
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A NASA spaceship is heading to the International Space Station with a 
prize-winning water purification experiment created by students of AMIT 
Florin Taman Junior and Senior High School for Boys in Tzfat. The school’s 
Ilan Ramon Spacelab team will communicate with Eytan Stibbe, the second 
Israeli astronaut, who will perform the experiment at the Space Station. 

Excelling Academically: 
AMIT Tzfat’s Spacelab Program

Our experiment is important because it purifies 
water and it can solve water crises in Africa, 
because it can clean swamps,” 
says Nehorai Caholi, one of the AMIT students who helped create 
this water project.

STUDENT STORIES 
Leah Klein, z”l, NJ
Ruth and Daniel Krasner, NY
Rochelle and Seymour, z”l, Kraut, NJ
Arlene Kupietzky, CA
Ruth and Robert Lewis, NY
Los Angeles Jewish Fund/Leslie Mendelsohn, CA
Zipporah and Rabbi Arnold, z”l, Marans, NY
Etella and Haim Marcovici, NY
Lisa and Leon Meyers, NY
Mifalai Matmanot Meuchadim, Israel
Migdal Hevra LeBituach, Israel
Judy and Albert Milstein, IL 
Elana and Shami Minkove, NY
Mischcon Family Charitable Trust, Israel
Marilyn and Leon Moed, NY
Momentum Engine Growth, Israel
Ruth and David Musher, NY
NivGal Inc., Israel
North American Conference of  
    Ethiopian Jews, Israel
Regina Peterseil, z”l, NY
Hedy and Paul, z”l,  Peyser, MD
Lauren and Mitchell Presser, NY
Barbara and Joel, z”l, Rascoff, NY 
Estelle Rubin, z”l, FL
Shirley and Milton Sabin, FL 
Jan and Sheldon Schechter, NY
Rita and Eugene, z”l, Schwalb, FL
Seligsohn Foundation, PA
David Shapira Services, Israel 
Shemesh Foundation, Israel 
Celia and Reuven Sherwin, Israel
Judy and Isaac Sherman, NY
Shibley Righton LLP, Israel
Chana and Daniel Shields, NJ
Sally Sidman, IN
Marilyn and Herbert, z”l, Smilowitz, NJ
Sondra and Myron Sokal, NY
Francine and Aaron Stein, NJ
Naomi and Gary Stein, NY
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Deborah Stern Blumenthal  
   and Michael Blumenthal, NJ
Lotte, z”l, and Ludwig Bravmann, NY
Bressler/Robbins Foundation, IL
Ethlynne and Stephen Brickman, MA
Herman and Kate Caro Foundation, NY
Vanessa and Raymond Chalme, NY
The Chrein Family, NY
Michelle Chrein, NY
Diane and Howard Cole, NY
Christian Friends of Yesha Communities, Israel
Marion Crespi, NY
Jone and Allen Dalezman, MA
Lisa and Ephraim Dardashti, PA
Adena and Ezra Dyckman, NY
Danielle and Ronald Ellis, Israel
Ruth and Gene Fax, MA 
Eve Finkelstein, Israel
Lisa Rosenbaum and Ronald Fisher, MA
Beth and Harry Fried, NJ
Rosalyn and Ira Friedman, NJ
Marisa and Andrew Gadlin, NY
Randi and Alan Gelman, Israel
Gemstone Cultural Heritage, Israel
Anne and Sheldon Golombeck, NY
Paula Yudenfriend and Arlin Green, PA
Harvey Greenberg, z”l, VA
Haruach Halsraeli (The Israel Spirit), Israel
Laura and Jonathan Heller, NY 
Chanie and Barry Holzer, NY
Michelle and Natalie Horovitz, Israel
Ithaca United Jewish Community, NY
Edith and Herman Itzkowitz, PA
Nicole and Gabriel Izbicki, Israel
Suzanne and Norman Javitt, NY
Ruth and Hillel Kellerman, CA
Rona and Ira Kellman, NY
Keren HaYesod, Israel 
Kibbutz Mishmar HaEmek, Israel
Toba Kippen, GA



Judy and Mark Teitelbaum, MA 
Rovazi Torpiasholi, Israel
Tishrei Transport, Israel
Valium, Israel
Elaine and Michael Weinberger, z”l, NY
Hedya Stavisky Weiss, Israel
Judy and Morry Weiss/Sapirstein- 
    Stone-Weiss Foundation, OH 
Marguerite, z”l and Ronald Werrin, PA
Yoreinu Foundation, Israel
Youth Towns of Israel, Israel
Helene and Gerald, z”l, Zisholtz, NY

$5,000 - $9,999
AAnonymous, FL
Anonymous, IL
Anonymous, Israel
Anonymous, MA
Anonymous, TX
Marilyn and Greg Adler, NY
Rebecca and Avi Adlerstein, PA
S. Adelsberg & Co, NY
Sarah and Maurice Aghion, MA
Allie Alperovich and Jeremy Simon, NY
Beth and Bradley Alter, IL
Agudat bet Sefer Tichon, Israel
Nicole and Raanan Agus, NY
Randi Schatz Allerhand and Joseph  
    Allerhand, NY
Ann and Hy, z”l, Arbesfeld, NY 
Michael Atar, UK
Lolly and Harris, z”l Bak, NY
Rachel, z”l, and Martin Balsam, NY
Amy and Ephraim Bassan, Israel
Marcia Baskin, FL
Tamar and Ethan Benovitz, Israel
Phyllis and Edward Berkowitz, NY
Andrea and Bryan Bier, NJ
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Evelyn and Isaac Blachor, NY 
Beth and Reuben Blumenthal, NY
Freda and Elliot Braha, NJ
Sari and Stuart Braunstein, NY
Adrianne and Leon Brum, FL
Margaret, z”l, and Chaim Charytan, NY
Barbara and Melvyn Ciment, MD
Trina and Paul, z”l, Cleeman, NY
Daniel Eli Cohen, Israel
Florence Cohen, z”l, NY
Shevi and Milton Cohen, NY
Karen and David Cole, NY
Dexel Factory, Israel 
Michael and Elizabeth Diamond, NY
Renee and Harvey Douglen, Israel
DSJ Management, NY
Elaine and Lewis Dubroff, NY
Hattie and Arthur Dubroff, NJ
Susan and Fred Ehrman, NY
Linda and Barry Eichler, PA & NY
Sherry and Aaron Eidelman, NY 
Yaffa and Michael Eisenberg, Israel
Ester Eisenberg, z”l, CA
Phyllis and Joseph Eisenman, NJ
Fanny and Dov Elefant, NJ
Sheila and Kenneth Fields, NJ
Lilly and Alfred, z”l, Friedman, NY
Naomi and Avi Friedman, Israel
Michelle and Leonard Fuld, NJ
Marisa and Andrew Gadlin, NY
Judith Isaac and Walter Gadlin, NY
Shifra and Perry Garber, NY
Linda and Norman Garfield, PA
Rita Geller, IL
Abigail and Ari Glass, NY
Miriam and Felix Glaubach, NY
Shari and Maurice Gluckstadt, NY
Paulette and Max, z”l, Goldberg, NY
Esther and Jack Goldman, NY
Shira and Gadi Goldress, NY

Sandra E. Goodstein and Arthur Rosenblatt, PA
Gorlin Family Foundation, MD
The Gottesman Fund, NY
Sara and Ronald Gottlieb, FL
Sharon and Melvin Gross, NY
Phyllis Hammer, MA
Debbie and Robert Hartman, IL
Debbie and Eddie Herbst, CA
Howard Heller, MA
Shulamit and Avram Holzer, NJ
Aviva Hoschander-Sulzberger and 
    Vernon Sulzberger, NY
Peggy and Robert Insel, NY
Shulamit and Joakim Isaacs, Israel
Malky and Bezalel Jacobs, NY 
Sandra and Richard Jackson, TX
Debra Jakubovitz-Fletcher and Tim Fletcher, CA
Jewish National Fund, NY
Barbara and Manfred Joseph, NY
Connie and Alan Kadish, NJ
Robin and Simon Kahn, Israel
Hermann Kaiser, NJ
Ruth and Jerome Kamerman, NY
Ruth and William, z”l, Kantrowitz, NY
Harriet and Joel Kaplan, NY
Elissa and Michael Katz, NJ
Evelyn and Shmuel Katz, FL
Keren Roi, Israel
Ruth & Hillel Kellerman, CA
Rochelle Stern Kevelson, NY
Estate of Morton Kinzler, z”l, FL
Diane and Barry Kirschenbaum, FL
Chani and Steven Klein, NY
Jane Klitsner, Israel
Sandra and Mitch Knishbacher, VT
Ruth and Ethan Kra, NJ
Evelyn and Lawrence Kraut, NJ
Edy and Jacob Kupietzky, IL
Donna and Jeffrey Lawrence, MD
Sara Leifer, NY



Diane and David Lent, NY
Kari and Joshua Levine, NY
Dorothy, z”l and Robert Lewis, NY
Mindy and Seymour Liebman, NY
Audrey and Haskel Lookstein, NY
Rita Lourie-Galena, PA & NY
Rita Lowi, CA
Keren Magi, Israel
Adama Makhteshim, Israel
Meira and Solomon, z”l, Max, NY
Manette and Louis Mayberg, MD
Benay and Ira Meisels, NY
Caroline and Marcelo Messer, NY
Grace and Martin Miller, FL
Judith Goldberg Ness and Seth Ness, NJ
Gloria and Burton Nusbacher, NY
Bea and Irwin, z”l, Peyser, NY
Suzy and Paul Peyser, NY
Esther and Donald Press, NY
Tzippi and Ira Press, NJ
Judy and Jerry Pressner, NY
Joyce and Stanley Raskas, NY
Tovah and Daniel Reich, NJ
Evelyn Reichenthal, TX
Reut Foundation, Israel
Fritzie and Sheldon, z”l, Robinson, IL
Sandra and Evan Roklen, CA 
Leah and Arnold Rotter, CA
Kristina Reiko Cooper and Len Rosen, Israel
Idelle Rudman, NY
Karen and Roy Simon, NY
Vivian and Solomon, z”l, Rosen, FL
Gale, z”l and Eric Rothner, IL
Elizabeth and Gidon Rothstein, NY
Paul H. Rubenstein Charitable Foundation, OH
Hedda Rudoff, NY
Tunie and David Schorr, Israel
Esther and William Schulder, NJ
Deanne and Leonard Shapiro, Israel
Jane Shiff, NJ

Shuv Family, Israel
Mark Sibilia, Canada
Mollie Siegel, NJ
Rosalyn and Richard Slifka, MA
Marsha and Jan Spector, GA
MA Stern, Israel
Adina Straus, NY 
Nechama and Howard Taber, NY
Talpiot Religious Children’s Village, Israel
Yvonne and Joseph Tanenbaum, GA 
Hope and David Taragin, MD
Lilly Tempelsman, NY
Sandra, z”l, and Max Thurm, NY
Bertie, z”l, and Fred Tryfus, NY
Jessica Tuchinsky, NY
Villar Group, Israel
Audrey and Max Wagner, NY
Marilyn and Lee Wallach, NJ
Paula and Leslie Walter, NY
Anne and Mark Wasserman, NY
Marion and William Weiss, NJ
Roselyn and Walter, z”l, Weitzner, NY
Linda and Stanley Weissbrot, IL
Linda and Steven Weissman, NY
Booky and Jerome Wildes, NY
Stella and Samy Ymar, MD
Esther and Dov Zeidman, NY
Tamar and Benjamin Zeltser, NY 
Eva Zilz, NY

*As of April 1, 2022
 

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE 

Anonymous, FL 
Anonymous, MA 
Anonymous, NY 
Anonymous, NY
Anonymous, Israel 

Goldie Abers, z”l, CA
Trudy and Ted, z”l, Abramson, FL
Nicole Schreiber Agus and Raanan Agus, NY
Edith H. and Haim Agus, z”l, NY
Alisa West Orange-Essex Chapter, NJ
Aliza Oceanside Chapter, NY 
Randi Schatz and Joseph Allerhand, NY
Rosalind Alper, z”l, NY
Joseph Anmuth, z”l, CA
Ann and Hy, z”l, Arbesfeld, NY 
Asara-Rishona/South Shore Chapter, NY
Aviva Brooklyn Chapter, NY
Avivah Chapter, WA
Ayelet Queens Chapter, NY
Lolly and Harris Bak, NY
Mollie Baller, z”l, FL*
Rachel, z”l, and Martin Balsam, NY
Ann and Yale Baron, NJ 
Beersheva Delray Beach Chapter, FL
Stella B. Behar-Testa, z”l, NY
Joan and Shael Bellows, IL
Nina and Sam Bellows, z”l, IL
Lee and Louis, z”l, Benjamin, FL
Irving Benveniste Fund, NY 
Beatrice and Harry, z”l, Berger, NJ
Honey and David Berger, NY
Thelma, z”l, and Harvey Berger, MA
Zelda and Solomon Berger, NY
Daisy and Herbert Berman, z”l, NY
Anne and William Bernstein, z”l, CA 
Benjamin Bernstein, z”l, NY
Roslyn and Matthew Besdine, z”l, NY
Beverly Hills Shirah Chapter, CA
Elizabeth Beylin, Citibank N.A. Trusts & Est., NY 
Rosalin Bieber, z”l, MI 
Dassie and Marvin Bienenfeld, NY*
Dahlia and Arthur Bilger, CA
Birah Chapter of Greater Washington D.C., MD
Evelyn and Isaac Blachor, NY
Sarah Black, z”l, TX 
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Aaron and Marie Blackman Foundation, CA
Barbara Bloom, MD
Doris and Marcus, z”l, Blumkin, NY
Deborah Stern Blumenthal and 
   Michael Blumenthal, NJ 
Beth and Reuben Blumenthal 
Renee Bohm, z”l, MD
Boro Park and Tova Brooklyn Chapter, NY 
Ethlynne and Stephen Brickman, MA
Adele and Jules Brody, NY
Elaine Brown, z”l, NY
Beverly Brown, z”l, Israel 
Laurie and Eli Bryk, NY
Lois and Michael Burak, NY
Goldie Bursten, z”l, MO 
Canada Foundation, Canada
Celia Carson, z”l, CA
Miami Beach Chai Chapter, FL 
Margaret, z”l, and Chaim Charytan, NY
AMIT Chicago Council, IL
Julia Chosner, z”l, NY
Joan and Norman Ciment, FL
Barbara and Mel Ciment, MD 
Michael Cleeman, FL 
S. Trina and Paul, z”l, Cleeman, NY
Greater Cleveland Chapter of AMIT, OH
Rosa and Isaac Cohanzad, CA 
Freda Cohen, z”l, CT 
Florence and Melvin Cohen, z”l, NY 
Sherry and Neil Cohen, NY
Joseph and Claire, z”l, Cohen, NY
Shevi and Milton Cohen, NY
Diane and Howard Cole, NY
Jone and Allen Dalezman, MA
Darchey Noam Long Beach Chapter, NY
Daroma Long Beach Chapter, NY
Yolande and Ernest, z”l, Dauber, TX
Lila Denker, z”l, FL
Irmgard and Joseph Deutsch, z”l, FL
Dimona Boca Raton Chapter, FL 

This year, Avraham Lavi made the extraordinary journey from 
his home in Iran to the safety of Ashdod. The brave 15-year-old 
boy had his first opportunity to celebrate Hanukkah in Israel 
with his new AMIT classmates. Each year, AMIT schools receive 
new students from France, Ethiopia, South America, Britain, 
Eastern Europe, and the United States. Welcoming these 
students into our community enriches us all, and the world-
class education AMIT provides bolsters their Jewish identities.

Enabling a Jewish Identity: 
15-year-old from Iran Celebrates 
Hanukkah in Israel

STUDENT STORIES 
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Suzanne and Jacob Doft, NY
Adina and Marc Dolfman, NY
Irene and Murray, z”l, Dorit, CA
Florence and Albert Dreisinger, z”l, NY 
Hattie and Arthur Dubroff, NJ
Dvorah Shalom Chapter, FL
Adena and Ezra Dyckman, NY
Selma and Jacob Dyckman, NY
Dina and Moses Dyckman, z”l, NY
Jewel and Theodore Edelman, NY
Gina and Graham Edwards, England
Linda and Barry Eichler, NY 
Carole and Gary Eisen, NY
Esther Queens Chapter, NY
Ike, Molly and Steven Elias Foundation, NY
Gail and Martin Elsant, NY
Emek Hanahar Bronx Chapter, NY
Dorothy and William, z”l, Engel, CA 
Esther Ben David Chapter, NY
Esther Chapter, MA
Selma and Irving Ettenberg, z’’l, FL*
Ruth and Gene Fax, MA
Frances Feder, z”l, NY
Lillian Feketis, z”l, FL 
Chaiki and Ziel Feldman, NY
Jack Fink, z”l, NY
Myrna and Eli Fishbein, z”l, NJ
Theresa and Michael, z”l, Foley, NY
Rosalyn and Ira Friedman, NJ 
Ruth Friedlander, z”l, NY
Clara T. Friedman, z”l, NY
Jacqueline and Zev Friedman, NY 
Lilly and Alfred, z”l, Friedman, NY
Sylvia K. Friedman, NY
Florence Furedi, z”l, FL
Marisa and Andrew Gadlin, NY
Galil-Moorings-Simcha Chapter, FL
Rose Garfin, z”l, FL
Galila Chapter of Chicago, IL 
Gayl Shechter Chapter, NY*

The Gazit-Globe, Israel
Clara Gero, z”l, Israel
Gesher Tzion-Atlanta Chapter, GA
Geula-Shalvah Miami Beach Chapter, FL
Lea Gilon, NY
Dorrice and Harry Ginsburg, z”l, AZ*
Leelah and Joseph Gitler, NJ 
Miriam and Felix Glaubach, NY
Gloria Sheer Bronx Chapter, NY 
Golda Meir Chapter, FL
Golda Meir Staten Island Chapter, NY
Evalyn R. Goldberg, IN
Gertrude Goldberg, z”l, NY
Paulette & Max, z”l, Goldberg, NY 
Mildred and Hyman, z”l, Golden, NY
Esther and Jack Goldman, NY
David Goldman Charitable Trust, Israel
N & L Goldsmith Foundation, NY
Harold Goldstein, FL
Tamar and Eric Goldstein, NY
Helen Goldyk, FL
Anne and Sheldon Golombeck, NY
Harvey Goodstein Foundation, NY
Lois Selevan Goodstein, z”l, NY 
Pnina and Jacob Graff, CA
Adele Gray, z”l, FL
Bertha K. Green Chapter, NY
Evan & Layla Green Family Foundation, CA* 
Morris L. Green, z”l, NY
Paula and Arlin Green, PA
Helen and Jacob Greenfield, z”l, NY 
Hilda Gross, z”l, FL
Sharon and Melvin Gross, NY
Julius Guggenheimer, NY
Olga Guttmann, z”l, FL
Amy, z”l, and James Haber, NY
Hagudah Lekidim Hachinuch, Israel
Lillian and Elliot, z”l, Hahn, FL
Phyllis Hammer, MA
Milton and Miriam Handler Foundation, NY

Felicia Hanfling, z”l, NY
Hanita Brooklyn Chapter, NY
Debra and Robert Hartman, IL 
Harwit Charitable Trust, CA
Havtacha Chapter, NJ
Laura and Jonathan Heller, NY
Mildred, z”l, and Alvin Hellerstein, NY
Russell Jay Hendel, MD
Barbara Hirschhorn, z”l, MD
Marcia and Philip Holzer, z”l, NJ
Norma and Emanuel, z”l, Holzer, NY
Ima Hollywood Chapter, FL
Max and Sunny Howard Memorial 
   Foundation, NY 
Peggy and Robert Insel, NY
Ithaca Area United Jewish Community, NY 
Debbie and David Isaac, NY
Israeli Brooklyn Chapter, NY
Michele and Ben-Zion Jacobs, NY
Elaine and Robert Jacobs, NY
Suzanne and Norman Javitt, NY
New Jersey Council, NJ
Kadimah Chapter, CT
Robin and Simon Kahn, Israel
Eva and Joseph Kahn, z”l, NY 
Sara Liron and Sheldon Kahn, CA
Hannah, z”l, and Hermann Kaiser, NJ
Brenda and Albert, z”l, Kalter, NY 
Ruth and Jerome Kamerman, FL
Miriam and Sol Kanarek, NY
Kansas City Nitzanim Chapter, MO
Ruth and William, z”l, Kantrowitz, NY
Marilyn and Edward Kaplan, FL
Ida and Gustave Kaplan, z”l, FL 
M. Karasick/Deborah Chapter, CA
Shirley Z. Kaufman, z”l, FL
Laurie Kayden Foundation, NY 
Rona and Ira Kellman, NY
Ruth and Hillel Kellerman, CA 
Rena Kent, z”l, NY*
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Amy and Todd Kesselman, NY
Dora Kesten, z”l, NY
Kfar Boca Chapter, FL
The Kirkland & Ellis LLP, IL 
Kislev Tuvla Veschar Inc., Israel
Kivunim Foundation, Israel 
Susan Alter Klaperman and Gilbert, z”l, 
   Klaperman, NY
Jane Klitsner, NY
Kolatch Family Foundation, NJ 
Ellen, z”l, and Meyer Koplow, NY*
Gitta and Richard Koppel, NY
Laurie and Robert Koppel, NY
Zlata Korman, z”l, FL
Sylvia and Leon Korngold, z”l, NY
Barbara and Fred Kort Foundation, CA
Sarena and David Koschitzky, Canada
Joel Koschitzky, Israel
Ruth and Daniel Krasner, NY
Rochelle and Sy, z”l, Kraut, NJ
Kravitz Family, z”l, CA
Dorothy Kreiselman, NY
Ellen and Emanuel Kronitz, Israel
Suri and David Kufeld, NY 
Sarah Kupchik, z”l, FL
Arlene and Moshe Kupietzky, CA
Ann and David, z”l, Kupperman, NY
Celia Kurr, z”l, FL
Bertha and Irving, z”l, Kutoff, MN
Dena Ladin, FL
Greta Landis, z”l, NY
Esther and Stanley Landsman, NY
Sylvia Lansky, z”l, NY
Francine and Alvin, z”l, Lashinsky, NY
Erna Lazard, z”l, FL
Agatha I. Leifer, z”l, NY
Miriam and Louis Leifer, z”l, NY
Sheila, z”l, and Elihu Leifer, MD
Ria and Tim Levart, NJ
Alice Levi, z”l, NY
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Gerald Levy, z”l, NY
Linda and Alan Lewis, FL
Dorothy, z”l, and Robert Lewis, FL
Ruth and Robert Lewis, NY 
Minnie Lieberman, z”l, NY*
Mindy and Seymour Liebman, NY
Rose Lippin, z”l, NY
Lela London, z”l, NY
Long Island Council, NY
Audrey and Haskel Lookstein, NY
Los Angeles Council, CA
Gertrude Louzoun, NY 
Bernice and Mitchell Macks, z”l, IL
Gershona Maden, z”l, NY
Maera Chapter, NY
Millie and Lawrence Magid, NJ
Manhattan Council Chapter, NY
Mae Manney, z”l, NY
Zipporah and Arnold, z“l, Marans, NY 
Etella and Tivadar Marcovici, NY
Ilse Marcus, z”l, NY
Margate Chapter, NJ
Margolit Queens Chapter, NJ
Matanel, Israel
Meira and Solomon, z”l, Max, NY
Benay and Ira Meisels, NY 
Sema and Moshe Menora, z”l, IL
Sharon and Solomon Merkin, NJ
Shirley Mesirow, z”l, IL*
The Joan S. and Leon Meyers Foundation, NY* 
Lisa and Leon Meyers, NY*
The Dorothy Phillips Michaud Charitable 
  Trust, CA 
Leon, z”l, and Gloria, Edward, Sari and 
  Howard Miller, NY
Judy and Albert Milstein, IL
Marilyn E. Mitnick, z”l, NY
Myra and Samuel, z”l, Mitzner, NY
Mizrachi East Chapter, NY
Marilyn and Leon Moed, NY

Debbie and Sam Moed, NJ
Naomi Chapter, NY
Negba Foundation, Israel
Robert Neiman, z”l, KY 
Celia and David Neuman, MD
Miriam and Bernard Neuman, IL 
Miriam Neustadter, NY
New England Council/Ra’anana Chapter, MA
Dahlia Kalter Nordlicht and Mark Nordlicht, NY 
Barbara and Jules, z”l, Nordlicht, NY*
Isidore Okun, z”l
Minette and Nate Olick, CA
Rose Orloff, z”l, FL
Linda and Ira Panzier, NY
Paul S. Pariser, MT
Pearl Schwartz - Houston Chapter, TX
Thelma Pearlman, z”l, FL
Tama and Emanuel Penstein, z”l, NY
Regina and Pincus Peterseil, z”l, NY 
Ingebord Petranker, z”l, CA
Bea & Irwin, z”l, Peyser, NY 
Suzanne and Paul Peyser, NY
The Philadelphia Council, PA
Marilyn Phillips, z”l, NY 
Eve and Stuart L. Pinkert, IL
Esther and Donald Press, NY
Lauren S. and Mitchell Presser, NY
The Prospect Park Aviva Chapter, NY
The Queens Council, NY
Jane and Bill Quint, z”l, CA
Bethia Straus and Paul Quintas, IL
The Raanana California Chapter, CA*
The Raanana Channah Chapter, NY
The Rae Koenigsberg Chapter, MD
Roman Rakover, z”l, CA
Barbara and Joel, z”l, Rascoff, NY
Joyce and Stanley Raskas, NY 
Marc and Micheline Ratzersdorfer, z”l, Israel
Evelyn and Sidney, z”l, Reichenthal, TX
Blanche Katz Renov and Joseph Renov, z’’l, Israel



Marvin Walter Tasem, z”l, MN
Anna Teich, z”l, FL
Lilly Tempelsman, NY
Sara, z”l, and Leo Thurm, NY
Sandra, z”l, and Max Thurm, NY
The Tikvah-B’noth Zion Chapter, CA

The Rishona Chaper, FL
Norman and Bettina Roberts Foundation, NJ
Fritzie and Sheldon, z”l, Robinson, IL
Rochlin Foundation, Israel
Ellen Rogoff, z”l, NY
Sandra and Evan Roklen, CA 
Vivian and Solomon, z”l, Rosen, FL
Miriam and Howard Rosenblum, NJ 
Lottie Rothschild, z”l, CA
Etta Rubin, NY
Herbert and Augusta, z”l, Rudnick, NY
LI Sabra Massada Chapters, NY
Shirley and Milton Sabin, FL 
Shari and Jacob M. Safra, NY*
The Moise Y. Safra Foundation, NY
Sam Samson, z”l, CA
The Sarah Kronovet Chapter, NY
The Sarah Ribakow-Tikvah Chapter, MD
The Savannah Chapter, GA
Jan and Sheldon Schechter, NY
Ellen and David Scheinfeld, z”l, NY
Janet Schiff, z”l, FL
Gertrude Schneider, z”l, FL*
Charlotte Schneierson, NY
Elaine and Saul Schreiber, Israel
Daniela and Laurence Schreiber, NJ
Shirley and Paul Schulder, z”l, NY 
Alice Schuster, z”l, NY
Rita and Eugene, z”l, Schwalb, FL 
Diana Schiowitz and Paul Schwartz, Israel
Pari and Henry Schwartz, NY
Carmi Schwartz, z”l, Israel
Dorothy Sebulsky, z”l, CA
Seed the Dream Foundation, PA
Harriet and Herbert Seif, NJ*
Bashie R. and Irwin Selevan, z”l, NY
Alan Selevan, z”l, NY
Esther, z”l, and Jacques Semmelman, NJ
Shalhevet Great Neck Chapter, NY
Shalva Chai Englewood Chapter, NJ

Deanne and Leonard Shapiro, NY
The Margaret Rose Shapiro Chapter, FL
Rose M. Shapiro, z”l, FL
The Sharona Chapter, CA
Judy and Isaac Sherman, NY
Chana and Daniel Shields, NY 
Deena and Adam Shiff, NY
The Shira Chapter, PA
The Shoshana Hempstead Chapter, NY
Mollie and Israel, z”l, Siegel, NJ
Deborah Silberman, NY*
Roselle Silberstein, z”l, NY
Silbert Charitable Fund, NY
Elaine and Walter Silver, z”l, FL
Samuel Silverman, z”l, FL
Renee, z”l, and Gerald Silverstein, NJ
Ruth and Hyman Simon, z”l, NY
Marc Singer, Israel 
Harold Skolnick, z”l, CA*
Marsha Slavitt, z”l, CA
Marilyn and Herbert, z”l, Smilowitz, NJ
Sondra and Myron Sokal, NY
Arthur Solomon, z”l, NY
William Solomon, z”l, NY
Francine and Aaron Stein, NJ
Hilda and Arthur Stern, z”l, NY
Sandra and Harold Sternburg, z”l, ME
Robyn Price Stonehill and 
   David Stonehill, NY* 
Ruth and Meyer Strassfeld, z”l, FL
Joyce and Daniel Straus, NJ*
Zahava and Moshael Straus, NJ
Gwen and Joseph Straus, z”l, NY
Adina Straus, NY
Aviva Hoschander-Sulzberger and 
   Vernon Sulzberger, NY
Ethel and Lester, z”l, Sutker, IL*
Rosalee Swerdloff, z”l, FL
Marion Talansky, Israel
Rose Tapp, z”l, IL
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Morris and Sylvia Trachten, z”l, Family
    Foundation, CO
Audrey Axelrod Trachtman and 
   Chaim Trachtman, NY
Ina and David Tropper, NY
The Trump Foundation, Israel
Bertie, z”l, and Fred Tryfus, NY 
Audrey and Max Wagner, NY
Ellen and Stanley Wasserman, NY*
Ida Wax, IL
Harry & Jeanette Weinberg 
   Foundation Inc., MD* 
Marcia and Lee Weinblatt, NJ
Hindy Weinstock Geula Teaneck Chapter, NJ
Bronka Weintraub, z”l, NY
Judy and Morry Weiss, OH
Marion and William Weiss, NJ
Susan Wexner, NY 
The Maurice and Vivienne Wohl 
   Foundation, England
Sylvia and William Wolff, NY
Yedidut Toronto, Israel
The Yeftah NPO, Israel
The Yonkers/North Riverdale Chapter, NY
The Yoreinu Foundation, Israel
Jacob Zarember, AZ
Hilde and Benjamin Zauderer, z”l, NY
Tamar and Benjamin Zeltser, NY 
Gloria and Henry Zeisel, z”l, NY*
Herbert M. Ziff, NY
The Zionah Chapter, NY
Helene and Gerald, z”l, Zisholtz, NY
Molly and Jack Zwanziger, IL

*Lifetime giving equals 
 $1,000,000 or more.
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Estelle and Jacob, z”l Apelberg, MD
Judy and Ronald Aronson, Israel
Danielle Avidan, CA
Anne M. Badeaux, TX
Barbara G. Barron, NY
Betty Baumgarten, MN
Barbara Bloom, MD
Claire and David Bressler-Subar, Israel
Elaine and Seymour Brief, FL
David Brust, CA
Barbara and Melvyn Ciment, MD
Joan and Norman Ciment, FL
Gerald Cohen, FL
Joseph Cohen, NY
Madeline Danishefsky, NY
Rosalyn and Herman Efron, MD
Dorothy and Eli Elyshevitz, NY
Janice Feld, FL
Jeanne Finkelstein, FL
Carol Flatto, FL
Kenneth Gainer, NY
Stanley Ganer, NY
Linda and Norman Garfield, PA
Leah Garrick, CA
Susan Gelfand, NY
Marvin Glyder, MS
Rachelle Gold, IL
Esther and Jack Goldman, NY
Sylvia Gross, CA
Harriet and Arnold Gussin, NY
Shulamit and Joakim Isaacs, Israel
Howard and Howard Jacobs, WA
Hermann Kaiser, NJ
Karen Kaplan, IL
Marilyn and Edward Kaplan, FL
Craig Keebler, FL
Sandra Kloner and Rolyn Franzen, FL
Shirley Knox, FL
Joyce and Harold Koch, CO
Irene  P. Koff, NY

Anne M. Korenstein, NY
Joan and Harold Kramer, CA
Pola Kuppermann, NY
Zahava Kurland, GA
Helene and David Lerner, IL
Adele Levine, NY
Sylvia and Norman Levine, FL
Matthew Levison, NY
Linda and Alan Lewis, FL
Benjamin D. Lewy, GA
Esther and Jonah Loewenthal, NY
Karinand John Mcquillan, WY
Howard Mirenburg, NY
Marilyn and Leon Moed, NY
Miriam Muskin, OH
Sam Oberstein, MI
Kathy and Milton Parnass, NY
Marian Eisenberg Rahm, FL
Susan and Fred Raven, NY
Roz Reich, FL
Dorene and Ron Richman, NJ
Vivian Rosen, FL
Rachelle L. Rosenfeld, IL
Albert Sayegh, NY
Catherine and Herbert Schuck, NY
Rita Schwalb, FL
Sally Sidman, IN
Fern and Arthur Sisser, NY
Sondra and Myron Sokal, NY
Francine and Aaron Stein, NJ
Jeanette Stern, NY
Suzanne Stern, MD
Lilly Tempelsman, NY
Marlit Wandel, NY
Sondra Willner, MD
Stanley M. Wolf, MD
Jacob Zarember, AZ
Eva Zilz, NY
Pamela Zimmer, CT
Elinor and William Ziv, OH
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